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Survey says …  

T he month of January marks the 

start of the New Year, so many 
people are considering how they will 

live differently in the coming year. 

Fresh from Christmas Eve services 

some are vowing to attend church more regularly, some promise themselves to eat 
healthier and exercise more, others are pleading with God not to have a year filled 
with as many problems as the last one.  Wherever you are in this mix, I invite you to 

take a few minutes and reflect not only on what you want to be different this year, 

but how you will get there.  It takes more than good intentions to get somewhere 

new! 

As a church, we are concerned with getting somewhere new, too. We want to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world – that’s the mis-
sion statement of the United Methodist Church. And we think we can make disci-

ples and transform the world through our worship, our small groups and our service.  

That’s the primary way we will get to somewhere new.  We also have another tool 

we use to help us get to a new place. We’ve been doing a congregational survey for 
the last couple of years, and this year is no different. In January we will have sur-

veys available for anyone interested in helping us figure out how we can do church 

better, so we can make more disciples of Jesus Christ. 

There are a few items of particular interest in this year’s survey. One is a ques-

tion regarding the creation of a resource library using funds from a generous, anony-
mous donation.  The church needs to follow through in carrying out the will of the 

donor, but there is much flexibility in what, exactly, this resource library will in-

clude.  There are a series of questions geared towards helping the library committee 

understand what will be most useful to our congregation. Do people want scholarly 
books, CDs and DVDs, audiobooks, easy-to-read theology or books for studies?  

We don’t know, and we won’t know until people fill out the survey to help direct 
the use of the $14,000 for this project. The kinds of items included in the church 

library will help the Church Council decide how to best utilize church space for the 
creation of the resource library. We’ve also added a place for you to give your gen-

eral input on how the staff of the church is doing. This will be helpful to our staffing 
committee (SPRC) as they do annual evaluations of our employees, so please be 

sure to fill out the survey which includes these items.   

As we head into a new year be attuned to what God is doing. Be on the lookout 
for places where God is already at work before we even arrive on the scene. By 

joining in with God’s work and having a smart plan of how you will get to where 

you want to go, you’ll succeed in getting somewhere new. May God bless you and 

our church in 2015! 

The church survey can be found at www.hillsdalenjumc.org/ChurchSurvey or 

by hardcopy in the church entryway.  
In Christ, 

Pastor Brian Neville 

http://www.hillsdalenjumc.org/ChurchSurvey
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From Your Lay Leader …  
Submitted by Joanna Good 

 

A s the Christmas and New Year’s specialness wears off, I always think of what I can do to keep some of the 

glow to brighten up the dreary winter.  So I will never be one of the first ones to turn off the lights or take down 

the wreath, as these add a quick dash of cheer when everything else must go back to routine. 
 

And this desire for lasting ways to promote feelings of joy and good will made me think of some of the approaches 
we at Hillsdale United Methodist Church are utilizing for this purpose.  First, you have probably heard of the Marriage 

Workshop (Sunday, January 25) that Pastor Brian has arranged for couples to learn ways to enrich their relationship 

through better communication.  Second, the leaders of all the committees that form the Church Council have been focus-

ing this past year on treating each other with respect and dignity in our discussions, even if we are not in agreement.  Our 
Council President, Tammy Molinelli, has led us opening meetings by giving each other affirmations, to recognize the 

unique and positive qualities of each member. 

 
But what happens when discussions and interactions are not so joyful and threaten to become disagreeable, hostile, 

or demeaning?  Defusing these situations takes some skill and preparation, for when we are angry or threatened, emotion 
often takes over and our good intentions are forgotten.  This type of dilemma made me think of the discussion I had with 

the Senior High Youth Sunday School class on the use of arrow prayers.  Arrow prayers are short prayers offered when 
there is little time for preparation.  They can be used when you are feeling emotional – angry, frustrated, fearful or joyful 

– when it may be difficult to organize your thoughts.  When the prayers are phrases are taken from the Bible, you do not 

have to struggle to find the right words.  For example the verse from Psalm 51:  “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

put a new and right spirit within me”, has become my arrow prayer of, “Forgive me, God, and create in me a clean 
heart”, that I use when I have thought something spiteful, hopefully to prevent me from saying something spiteful.  The 

verse from the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”, becomes 

the arrow prayer of, “Father, let me forgive others just like you have forgiven me.” 

 

So why not use arrow prayers to help us keep the spirit of good will strong at HUMC?  Many of the writings of Paul 

in the New Testament give us clear instructions on getting along.  All we have to do is make these thoughts our swift and 
straight thoughts to God.  So Hebrews 12:14-15:  “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; with-

out holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to 
cause trouble and defile many”, could be an arrow prayer of, “Lord, I want to live in peace, to see your holiness in all”.  

I invite you to improve on this and create your own arrow prayer! 

Happy New Year of Peace and Good Will to you all, 
     Joanna  

Please invite your friends and family to join us for these challenging 

and inspiring sermon series, Sundays at 10 am: 

January “Love To Stay”  -  February “Who Is God?” 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
Submitted by Pastor Brian Neville   

The cost is $50 per couple / advanced 
enrollment is required.  Please call the 

church office to enroll. 
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Nominations: A huge thank you to Bob Salvati for 

his efforts over the past year as President of the Trustees 

in 2014.  He oversaw a large number of projects com-

pleted in his year as president and he will be missed. Our 
nominations committee is seeking a coordinator of Ser-

vice/Outreach and someone to coordinate our Vacation 
Bible School volunteers.  Please contact the office if you 

are interested. 

SPRC:  For the first time in 5 years, we are in a position 

to recommend salary increases for our staff. This is as a 

direct result of the fantastic stewardship program held by 

the Finance Committee and the increase in giving by our 
generous congregation & friends. As 2014 ends, Robert 

Fanelli is finishing his term on SPRC. He has been an in-
valuable secretary of this committee and we thank him for 

his years of service. We look forward to Suzanne Strang  

joining SPRC in 2015. 

Trustees: The Trustees continue with the improve-

ments and maintenance of our buildings.  A reminder to 
all who use our facilities that we are experiencing various 

outside doors being left unlocked. It is very important dur-
ing the week to keep all outside doors locked for the secu-

rity of our Nursery School. 

Finance: We have completed the Fall Stewardship cam-

paign.  Please be sure to read the article in this Open Door 

regarding the great results from our Stewardship Cam-
paign and A Future with Hope Campaign. Finance will 

also be working closely with the Trustees on an Energy 
Efficiency Capital Campaign in 2015 – look for upcoming 

details shortly.  

Administrative Committee Summaries 
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United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Sue Moran & Vicki Brentnall 
 

T his past Christmas season was one of gatherings and joy!  The UMW took a trip 

to the see (and hear!) the Bergen Sinfonia at BCC.  Nearly 30 of us were in at-
tendance.  Many of the circles celebrated with lovely gatherings in members’ homes 

while the Deborah Circle attended a dramatic reading of “A Christmas Carol” before 

Christmas arrived,; we all shared a wonderful meal of stew with the Men’s Group; they were gracious enough to allow 
us to sell baked goods at their STEWardship Sunday meal.  Thanks, Guys - we made enough to help with funding our 

many missions!   
In January, many of our members will be helping pack meals for thousands (yes, thousands!) at the Calvary UMC.   

And in February we will be sharing the joy of more delicious food, this time it’s soup, at Soup-er Bowl Sunday. 
Not everything we do revolves around food, however.  Coming up in March is a wonderful service, the annual 

World Day of Prayer, where we join with women around the world to focus on the needs of women and children.  This 

year the service will be targeting the Bahamas, and all are welcome to attend.   

If only we could attend service IN the Bahamas… 
 

Upcoming UMW Events 

 
Rummage committee meeting: Sunday, January 11, immediately after service 

Service Opportunity: Monday, January 19, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Palisades District Service Day, 1-3 pm 

(Dumont, Calvary UMC - $15 pp) Contact: Carol Demarest  

Executive board meeting: Tuesday, January 27, 10 am 

 

Soup-er Bowl Luncheon: Sunday, February 1, following service 
Rehearsal for World Day of Prayer: Tuesday, February 24, 10 am, in the Sanctuary 

 
General meeting:  World Day of Prayer, Saturday, March 7, 9 am light breakfast in hallway, 10 am service in Sanctuary 

(“Do You Know What I Have Done to You?”  Gospel of John 13:1-17, the Bahamas) 

Outing: Sunday, March 22, 3 pm, West Side Presbyterian Church in Ridgewood, West Side Oratorio Choir and Orches-

tra, goodwill offering 
Executive board meeting: Tuesday, March 24, 6 pm, Special Mission Recognition Meeting, 6:30 pm  

We wish you a Blessed New Year 
Vicki Brentnall and Sue Moran 

College Student &  

Military Care Packages 
We continue to keep in touch 

with our young people who are 

in college and the military.  

Please send addresses (and al-

lergy information) to the church office. 

Annual Talent Show  
January 24th, 7-9pm 

Save the date for a fun, entertain-

ing evening hosted by the Family 
Ministry.  Light snacks will be 

served and a good will offering 

will be collected.  In January, there will be a sign up table 
set up in Fellowship Hall after church for people who 

would like to attend.  If you would like to show off your 
talent and have not already signed up, see Lisa Lavitol. No 

talent is too small and all ages are welcome to participate 

mailto:HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com?subject=College%20and%20Military%20Care%20Packages
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Ministry Coordinators: We continue to seek 

Christians called into a variety of ministries 

within our church. Our greatest need is in the 

following roles: Service/Outreach Lead, 

VBS Team Coordinator, and a Sunday High 

School teacher. If you, or someone you 

know, is interested in serving in one of these 
roles, or helping any other church ministry, 

please contact the church office. 

 

Collection Counters:  The Finance Commit-

tee is always seeking counters to count and 
record the offering after worship services.  

Holidays are a particular time of need. This 
service only takes about an hour and is done 

in a team of 2 people. If you can help on any 
given Sunday or Holiday, please contact Mike 

Schoelles at 201-263-1179. 
 

Be A Go-For!  From time to time we need to 
call upon volunteers to help out with various 

situations.  Perhaps someone is not feeling 
well and could do with a helping hand.  After 

a hospital stay there is often a need.  Would 

you be prepared to assist when necessary?   
Contact Cathy D’Eletto at 201-664-5231 to 

join. 

01/01 Jesse Berger 

 Lorraine Nixdorf 

 Colin Everett 
 Jake Levine 

 Paige Levine 
01/07 Sylvia Kleister 

 Janice Boettner 
 Thomas Rizzie 

01/08 Craig Kohan 
01/12 Nicholas Dapolito 
 Jacqueline Schels 

01/13 Evan Stalter 

01/14 Stacey Martin 

01/15 Melinda Christie 
 Jessica Hampton 

01/16 Angelina Van Cleef 
01/18 Anne Griffin 

01/20 Christine Lundquist 

01/21 Daniel Roggenburg 

01/22 Lori DeGise 
01/23 Jeffrey Lewis 

01/25 Brian Buckley 

01/26 Justin Murberg 

01/29 Meredith Spinner 

01/30 Brian Sullivan 
 Austin Brinker 

02/01 Efrien Torres 

 Debbie Roggenburg 

 Jay Ford 

 Michael Villegas 

02/01 Lois Kohan 

 Edward Kennedy 

 Dakota Stepe 

02/03 Matthew Koeniges 

02/05 Virginia Jensen 

02/06 Timmy Hampton 

 Kathy Sather 

02/07 Jon Kohl 

02/08 Samantha Cicala 

 Nicholas Cicala 

02/12 Sameet Master 

02/13 Jeanne Lozier 

 Bryan Atkinson 

02/14 Carol Weaver 

02/17 Michael Pflueger 

02/19 Dorothy DeSandre 

02/20 Brianna Everett 

 Juliana Lavitol 

02/21 Kevin Kohan 

 Danielle Nacinovich 

02/26 Ira Ornstein 

 Dennis Bujas 

02/29 Cole Ussher- 

       Keushkerian  

 

W e honor the recent passing of our beloved ones, 
and keep their families and friends in our 

prayers. 
John “Pop” Kohl 

Lisa Duran 
Helen Stalter 
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Trustees Update  
Submitted by Bob Salvati 

  

                   We Had a Bright and “Green” Idea! 

L ook up and look around.  It seems a little brighter around Hillsdale United Methodist 

Church.  What is going on?  Well, we are going to share a little secret.   

Over a year ago we were contacted by a group called Green Faith Energy.  They gave a 
presentation to the Board of Trustees and Finance about a program that would allow us to 

obtain energy savings by installing new lighting throughout our church and education facilities which, for the most part, 
are the original lights installed when the buildings were built.  The program is a collaboration between the New Jersey 

Clean Energy program and PSE&G which promotes energy savings enabling businesses and non-profits to upgrade fa-

cilities in order to save energy costs on an on-going basis.  Every light fixture in every room of our entire facility (of 
which there are over 300) have been replaced or converted with new high efficiency units and bulbs.  On average the 

light bulbs and tubes being installed should last about seven years. 

This program is valued at over $48,000. Our cost is only $14,689. 

Upper fellowship hall and the kitchen lighting were replaced previously with the same high efficient fixtures and 
bulbs at a cost of $6000. 

In addition, the program includes replacing one of the two air conditioning units in the Sanctuary, which is over 25 
years old.  This installation will be done in the spring of 2015.  The savings on this installation alone is $5700, the same 

amount we spent to replace the other unit 3 years ago. 

This investment is expected to be recouped by the energy and bulb replacement savings over the next 36 months.   

The immediate benefit is better lighting throughout the church facilities along with more efficient use of energy re-
sources.   

Why now? This opportunity was not open ended and needed to be acted upon in a timely manner, and is part of a 

two phase energy efficient upgrade of our facilities.  The next part is replacing the windows in the Sanctuary. Cost of 
this phase is an additional $10,000. 

More information will be communicated to the church members and friends as to the financing of this project in the 

near future.  Any questions, please ask us. 

Thank you, Your 2014 Board of Trustees 
Bob Salvati, Tim Hampton, Terry Stevens, Doug Stratton, Pam Pierce, Jay Ford, Roy and Lois Kohan  

Finance Committee Update 
Submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

I  hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  I would 

like to thank everyone for their giving in 2014 – we are looking good 

financially and are once again making 100% of our shared ministry payments to 
the conference in 2014 and anticipate the same in 2015 and beyond. 

In 2015 the Finance and Trustee committees will be working closely to 
attain energy efficiencies at the church.  This has already begun with the work that we have done with Green Faith 

Energy which allowed us almost $50,000 in energy savings for around $15,000 expense to the church.  The difference 

was in the form of grants and incentives from PSE&G and the NJ Clean Energy program.  This project updated all of our 

lighting in the church to much more efficient fixtures/bulbs and will replace an aging (almost 25 year old) air 
conditioning unit.  For more details please see the Trustees update in this issue of The Open Door. 

Budgets have been finalized and approved by the church council – thanks to everyone for their valuable input. If you 

are a ministry lead, I will provide you the final budget this month, and Finance will provide a mid-year accounting of 
any expenses spent through June for you to review.  If you would like more frequent updates, please let me know, and 

we can arrange it.   

As always, if anyone has any questions regarding the church’s financial position or suggestions for the Finance 

Committee, please let me know.  I am happy to share anything you wish to know. 

Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 
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Stewardship Update 
Submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

I  hope that everyone has been finding the monthly Stewardship moments 
during service (every week in November) informative and helpful.  If there 

is a topic, ministry, or area that you would like to hear about, please let me 

know and I will include it in an upcoming “moment”. 
We have finished our Stewardship Campaign for 2014 and I am glad to 

report that we have increased our pledges in total amount – thanks to every-
one for your prayerful consideration of your giving.  Having accurate pledge 

numbers helps us to create a budget for the church and all of its ministries.  
We had a total of 4 new pledges with 23 increased pledge amounts based on a 

comparison of this year to last year.  We have also committed over $2,000 to A Future with Hope campaign, of which 
25% will stay here at the local church for mission work with Change the World. 

Thank you to everyone for all your support of this great church, not only in your financial giving but in giving of 
your time and talents as well.                  

Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 

Public Theology Advocate Update 
Submitted by Lisa Schoelles 

 

I n 2002 Greater New Jersey Conference Board of Church & Society defined the new role 

of Public Theology Advocate for local churches.  The person filling this role is elected by 
the local charge conference for advocacy on social issues, with these responsibilities:   

1. Stay abreast of social issues; 2. Educate the local church; 3. Advocate for social change; 
4. Identify specific local actions that can be taken by that church; 5. Act as a liaison between 

the local church and the Conference Board of Church and Society. 
I’ve been elected into this new role for Hillsdale United Methodist Church for 2015.  Throughout the year, you will 

hear me speak more about our Public Theology Advocacy.  The GNJAC Board of Church & Society suggests that I lead 
a team of at least 5 individuals - but Pastor Brian and I are hopeful that we can engage our entire congregation in some 

form of advocacy for social justice.  We are dreaming big, but nothing is too great for God’s Kingdom on Earth, as it is 

in Heaven. 

“What is social justice?” by Rev. Mimi Raper of the First UMC of Austin 
Typically, “service” has been interpreted as works of mercy and charity; now we are expanding our emphasis on 

service to include works of justice.  Both are good.  Both are essential in our culture and in our development as individu-

als and as the Body of Christ.  Rev. Mimi Raper of the First UMC of Austin uses “The Babies in the River Story” to ex-
plain the difference between works of charity or mercy and works of justice.  

Two persons see a baby in the river and rush in to rescue her.  To their dismay, this baby is followed by another.  
Then another and another.  In each case the two people from the bank of the river dive in to save the babies.  Finally, 

one person does not rush back into the river but heads upstreaminstead.  Her partner asks, “Where are you going?  I 
need help rescuing these babies!”  To which she replies, “I am going to find out what’s happening at the headwaters of 

the river, where the babies are coming from.  We need to change what’s happening up there that is putting the babies in 
danger to begin with.” 

Another way to describe mercy & justice is the often quoted “Give a man a fish, feed him for a day. Teach a man to 
fish, feed him for a lifetime.”  To this, Pastor Brian adds, “Make the pond safe and accessible to all, and God’s justice 

will be attained.” 

I hope you will join me in the learning, the researching, the creating, and the implementing of our church’s response 
to injustice, and join me as we join hands with others to build a community where the babies are safe and the pond is 

accessible to all.  Let’s talk … let’s get started.  

In Christ’s Peace, 
 Lisa Schoelles 
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Sunday School Update 
Submitted by Ellen Stratton 

 

T he Sunday School presented The Best Christmas Present Ever for their pageant on December 14, during Worship.  
Thirty-five children from pre-Kindergarten through High School were involved.  They were wonderful, and dis-

played fun and enthusiasm for the production.  The congregation was overwhelmingly delighted by the retelling of the 
birth of Jesus.  As Director, I was ably assisted by Ivy Chang, Piano and Chime Accompanist; Ray Frasche on organ; 

Mike Lavitol, Audio; Vicky and Kelsey Brentnall, Christmas tree set design; John Castrillon, Lighting; Heidi Ford, 

Carolyn Vezza and Kelley Martin, Dressers; and Heidi Ford, Off Stage Manager.  You can view the production through 
the church’s website, www.hillsdaleNJumc.org.  Here’s a list of the cast: 

 
Littlest Angel Singers:  Anna Ford, Mahlia Master, Benjamin Master, Isabella Shaaf, Zara Bennett 

Dad:   Matt Moran   Mom:   Lauren Brophy 
Reader 1:  Samantha Bennett Reader 2:  Jessica Gattoni 

Dolly:   Riley Jean Bennett  Race Driver:  Brian Buckley 
Dog:   Ali Ford  Kuddle Kid:  Madison Rausch 

Bear:   Julianna Koeniges Gabriel:  Myron Theilmeier 

Mary:   Ashley Shaaf  Joseph:  Thomas Castrillon 

Roman Soldier: Peyton Chang  Innkeeper:  Ashleigh Chang 
Townsperson 1: Caitlyn DeGise  Townsperson 2: Lisa Jo DeGise 
Cow:   Emma Castrillon Donkey:  Matthew Koeniges 

Shepherd 1:  Emmitt Chang  Shepherd 2:  Jay Ford 
Shepherd 3:  Dakota Stepe  Shepherd 4:  Colby VanDyken 

Angel 1:  Erin Stewart  Angel 2:  Zara Bennett 
Angel 3:  Abby Fox  Angel 4:  Nicole Buckley 

Child 1:  Jay Ford  Child 2:  Anna Ford 
Stage Crew 1:  Melanie Brentnall Stage Crew 2:  Charley Paul 

 

Our average Sunday attendance 

for the last four weeks has been 
43.75.  I don’t know how we have 

a three quarters person, but that is 
the math of it.  This is a steady 
and slightly improved position.  

Our dedicated staff of teachers is 

preparing engaging, informative, 

and fun lessons for the children 
and youth.  Our High School class 

will not meet in December by de-

sign and will resume the second 

and fourth Sundays on January 11, 
2015.  I am in need of lead teach-

ers for the High School class.  
Emily Neville has been with each 

lead teacher since we began in 

September.  She brings her enthu-
siasm and continuity to the experi-

ence.  Please contact me by email (eps727@aol.com) or text at: 201-446-5546 to serve the youth of our High School. 
You may have a child in your family who is not currently attending our Sunday School.  Please encourage him or 

her to check us out.  Guiding your child in the love and knowledge of God is of primary importance as your child faces 
living in an increasingly complex world.  We, of the Sunday School, are here to help. 

May 2015 be a truly Happy New Year for you and your loved ones. 

In Christ, 
Ellen Stratton 

http://www.hillsdaleNJumc.org
mailto:eps727@aol.com?subject=Sunday%20School


9 

 

Thoughts on Church 
Growth 
Submitted by Pastor Brian Neville 
 

O ver the last few years I’ve heard a 
rhetoric going back and forth of 

whether our church should stay a “small 

church” or grow to be a “big church.”  Cur-

rently we sit at about 120-125 people in aver-
age worship attendance.  This puts us 

squarely in the bounds of a “pastoral size 
church.” There are good things about a 

church this size – the biggest being stability 

and longer tenures for pastors (if you like the 
pastor, that is!).  But when we consider our 

mission, to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world, we are not 

talking about how big or how little a church 

is.  We are not talking about our personal 

wishes for how church on Sunday morning 

“feels” or how many names of people in the sanctuary we know.  We are talking about people’s lives. I don’t have any 

particular interest in having our church be a “big church” (and I’m definitely not interested in our church getting 
smaller), but I’ve noticed over the last few years that as some people come into our church, others slide out the backdoor 

keeping us right at 125 people in worship.  I am grateful for the ministry we can do to new folks coming in, but I am 

frustrated by our inability to keep some of our regular people engaged and growing in Christ.  Us getting somewhere 

new as a church is not so much about welcoming the masses (though engaging our 30-40 visitors each year and welcom-
ing them in is a very important first step), but it is more so about being able to minister to visitors and our current con-

gregation at the same time.  

 

The question I pose to those who either want us to “stay little” or “grow big” is this 1. Do you want our visitors to 

like our church and come back? 2. Do you want our regulars to leave this church? My answer to the first question is 
“yes.” I want our visitors to come back because I want them to experience Christ for themselves. I want them to know 

God’s love and live a life of love centered on others.  My answer to the second question is “no,” I don’t want regulars to 
leave. I want our regulars to come back too, because I want them to grow in their faith. I want them to know God better 

and have their hearts molded to the love ethic of Christ. That doesn’t mean things are perfect here. It doesn’t mean we 
perfectly agree on every step of how to accomplish our goals, but when we seek to love one another, I think we are a lot 

closer to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and we do that better together than on our 
own. 

 
There’s a lingering question, though.  How do we do this?  How do we engage more people without having others 

slip out the back door?  The answer, in my opinion is simple: expand our capacity for ministry.  We do this through vol-

unteers that will do more ministry at a high level, or we do this by increasing the number of staff doing ministry at a high 

level.  We hope to hire a youth minister in our church that will help us improve that area of ministry. Maybe this will be 

a first step towards increasing our capacity to do ministry and keep more people engaged with Jesus Christ.  Or maybe 
we’ll see that we want to turn to our volunteers to do more at a high level. Whatever the result, I hope you’ll join me in 
prayer for our church, that we would have more of a hunger to see lives transformed. I hope you’ll also consider helping 

us find a youth minister.  Do you know someone who loves Christ, has a dynamic personality, and works well with 
young people?  Maybe he or she would be a perfect fit for our church. Tell them we are hiring for a youth minister posi-

tion and send their name and number to the church office so we can contact them.  Whatever happens concerning the 
hiring of a youth minister, I hope your heart will expand to include those on the margins – those who are on the edge and 

need to be surrounded by a community of love, surrounded by the love of Jesus Christ. That’s what we do as we make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Peace and blessings,  
Pastor Brian Neville 
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Read The Open Door Online!  Being environmental stewards is part of our Methodist tradition. 

An easy way for you to reduce paper waste is to read The Open Door on www.HillsdaleNJumc.org.  Simply send us 

an email at hillsdalenjumc@gmail.com and let us know you no longer wish to receive the paper edition. 

Hillsdale United Nursery School 
Submitted by Carol Stalter 

 

From a special Veteran’s Day visit to our “Turkey Tuesday” cookie decorating program to “Caroling in the Courtyard,” 
the nursery school has had a wonderful fall semester!  The children are enjoying all the crafting and gift-making that 

make the holiday season so bright.  We are happy to announce the addition of a January Jump Start class for 2.5 year 
olds!  Currently, 10 students are enrolled and will begin on January 6.  Mrs. Marisa Mottershead will instruct the chil-

dren with Mrs. Diann Nicholson as her aide.  From all the staff and students at Hillsdale United, we wish you and your 

families a wonderful Christmas season! 

We wish you a Happy Holiday Season 
Carol Stalter 

A Scientific Error Corrected 
Submitted by Pastor Brian Neville 

 

I n a previous Open Door article, I relayed a story of my 
explanation to my son concerning the distance to the sun 

and temperatures in winter versus summer. It turns out I was 
inaccurate in my explanation to Davy. The sun is actually 

closer to earth during winter and it is solely the tilt of the 
earth that affects our summer and winter temperatures. I in-
correctly assumed that both tilt and distance affected our 

weather.  Thanks to former science teacher, Al Atchison,on 
the correction!  I’ll be sure to pass this information along to 

my son!  

http://www.HillsdaleNJumc.org
mailto:HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20read%20The%20Open%20Door%20online
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Connections Update 
Submitted by Lisa Schoelles 
 

O ur website continues to evolve to better provide insights and contact with 
our church, as well as the latest sermons, performances, and ministry up-

dates.  Please visit and tour around the site, and let me know what works for you 
and what might be even more improved.  Your feedback is vital! 

So, what’s new?   

 The design and colors are simplified, and some of the text is gradually 

being replaced with images/videos that tell a story. 
 The top menu is more reflective of our mission statement: Know,        

Advance, Do.  
 The weekly sermon video is posted on the home page along with an in-

spirational video.  

 The former sermon and performance pages are now combined into our 

Worship Service page - a single page with the most recent sermons, 

prayers, and music from each Worship Service.  

 The Homepage displays a live feed from our church Facebook page, so 

that people without a Facebook account can view our daily Facebook 
posts.   

 Buttons replace the old side links. 
 And the old forms are replaced with preformatted emails, so you can add 

more information while retaining a copy of your office requests in your 

email application. 

 
More changes will be coming, as the Connections Ministry continues to re-

fine and evolve our web presence, our audio/video experience during worship, and our advertising of special events.  So 

please, talk to us - let us know what you like or don’t like.  Send us links to websites or worship services that inspire you.  
Offer suggestions, and -- if you are adventurous -- join us!   Together, we can share the joys of God’s Word, our Disci-

pleship, and our Worship with the world. 

Peace and blessings,, 
Lisa Schoelles, Mike Lavitol, Terry Good, Mike Schoelles, Wil Theilmeier, Jay Ford, Pete Koeniges, Pastor Brian  
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The Open Door 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

349 Hillsdale Avenue 

Hillsdale, NJ  07642 

Advertise your business in The Open Door.  
Call 201-664-5231 or email HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com for details 


