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What Do You Long For? 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville 

 

T he intensity of the last few months has come to an end.  
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years are officially 

memories!  I know I was so grateful to spend some time 

with my family during these holidays.  It is something that 
always fills up my heart.  I’m sure that’s true for many 

people, but as we enter the cold, hard winter months of 
January and February, is there something else we should, 

perhaps, be focused on? 

New Years is often a time of new or renewed 

commitments to eat right, lose weight, be kind, live better 

and be better!  But come on, self-improvement can’t be the aim of our lives, can it?  

Some rededicate themselves to work, or new career paths. Some give many of their 
possessions away committing to a simpler lifestyle.  All of these things can be good.  

All of them can bring life in a fuller way, but all of them fall short of my greatest 

desire. 
What I want, more than anything else in this world, is for the moments of deep 

intimacy between me and God.  Some of you know that I play guitar. I am terrible at 

it, but I love to play, because it allows me a chance to express my heart to God.  

Sometimes I come very early to the church on Sunday morning before anyone else 

gets there.  I will turn on just a few lights in the sanctuary and open my songbook with 

guitar in hand and play some songs singing my heart out to God.  A recent favorite of 
mine is the song with which we conclude our time of communion, “Sing Alleluia to 

the Lord.”  The words are simple, but the tune seems to transport me to another place 
when I sing it.  As I sing it, I feel like I am among the choir of angels singing to God 

in heaven. 
I think that is closer to what God desires of us.  God wants to be close with us, to 

know us and love us, but that is not a one-sided equation.  In order for there to be love 
between two parties there must be mutuality; there must be reciprocity.  Expressions 
of love must go both ways.  I think that’s why Jesus responded the way he did when 

asked about the greatest commandment.  He said it was to love God with all your 

heart, mind and strength.  Then he reminded us that the second is similar – love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.  The priority is on loving God.  Do you love God?  Do 
you show expressions of it?  Can you be angry with God at times?  Yes. Can you cry 

out to him to change what is happening in this world? Yes. Those are responses that 
are part of the range of human emotion.  But if they don’t lead to a deeper love of 

God, then you are headed in the wrong direction. 
Today I invite you to rededicate yourself to expressing your love to God.  

Do it through worship on Sunday mornings, or private prayer at home.  Tell of 

your love for God on your drive to and from work by singing songs of praise! 

Find your way to share with God how much you love him.  That’s how we live 

the greatest commandment, but it’s also how we change our hearts and what it 

is that we truly long for.  God bless! 
In Christ, Pastor Brian 
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From Your Lay Leader …  
submitted by Joanna Good 

H appy, Happy, Happy New Year!  It is a wonderful feeling to be happy.  We often start off the New Year with 

resolutions of new ways to live which we think are good for us and will make us happy.  We want to be at peace, 

to be happy with ourselves and with each other.  And because we often fail, or have many challenges to face, we may 

think either that it will never happen or that we continually have to come up with new approaches to being happy.  Well, 
that may be partially true, but recently I have been struck by examples of how what we already know, or what already is 

can make us happy, and how old and new can work together to make us happy. 
These ideas came from recent experiences in worship, and that is something that makes me happy . . . to receive 

from worship messages that can enrich my life on a daily basis.  The first experience came last September, when singing 

that traditional hymn, “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”.  The last words of the last stanza jumped off the printed 
page and into my heart and mind.  Those words were “and own that love is heaven”.  Now, I have sung these words 

hundreds of times, I am sure, but that day, the old suddenly seemed new.  Love -- love that is part of earthly life, love 

that comes with relationships, love that is caring, love that is feeling at peace with others, love that is joyful, love that is 

tender, love that is forgiving, love that lifts us up when we are down -- love is heaven.  So heaven must be here on earth 
when we express love in all its forms and in all situations.  Heaven is love and heaven can be every day and every minute 

of the day when we express love!!!  What could make anyone happier than to be loved and to share love.  Now, I am not 
saying my experience brought forth a new idea or new theological understanding, and I am certain that I cannot improve 

on the wisdom of Charles Wesley, the author of this hymn.  But what happiness these words have brought to me, as they 

help me to be more aware of the love that I give and the love that I receive.  For in doing so, I experience heaven.  

A similar worship experience came in December, on the second Sunday of Advent, when Pastor Brian was preaching 
on “God’s Peace”.  He said that God is peace, and if we are ready to give ourselves to God, then peace is with us.  Peace 
is already here, if we receive God.  I know this may sound simplistic when violence and war and terrorism are so much 

on our minds.  And it is not so simple to accomplish, receiving what God has to offer.  But to me, these words are words 
of hope and happiness.  Peace is not for some later, hereafter time.  Peace is now, every day and every minute that God is 

in your heart and you can say “Yes” to God’s way 

So, I think there is great potential for the New Year to be happy, because we have love and peace surrounding us.  

We just have to open our hearts, keep alert to the possibilities, and practice what we care about.  And to show that the old 
and new co-exist, while I was writing this, I went online to research the old hymn and found about a half a dozen 

Youtube videos of a new, contemporary version created by Mark Miller, of Drew University.  It has quite a lively and 
catchy rhythm.  You might find that it makes you happy to listen and to hear God being praised!  

May this be your happiest New Year yet,  Joanna 

 

H illsdale United Methodist Church is proud to invite all those 

interested in "Coming Together & Finding Joy in Justice" 

community-wide event to discuss racism then & now, and realize the joy 

to be found in working for justice. We will be serving snacks/finger 
sandwiches during the movie and break. Please feel free to join us to 

watch the movie, or share in our refreshment break, or simply to 

participate in the discussion and book signing. 

Rev. Gil Caldwell is an African American Methodist Pastor who has 

actively worked for Justice for nearly 60 years. “When there is 
institutionalized prejudice against a person for one reason or another, 

how can we be at ease in Zion? The job of the church is to address these.” 
Caldwell’s reflections are part of a series about United Methodists who 

shared MLK’s Dream, found at http://www.umc.org/mlk.  Rev. Gil 

Caldwell's book "What Mean These Stones? Lessons of Katrina, 9/11, 

The Million Man March, The Millions More Movement" can be 
purchased at the iUniverse bookstorehttp://bookstore.iuniverse.com/

Products/SKU-000031398/Default.aspx or on Amazon.com. A few 
copies 

will be available for purchase at the event.  Please join us and invite 

your friends and colleagues. RSVP by email, 

HillsdaleNJumcPTA@gmail.com by January 2nd to reserve a seat. 
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Please invite your friends and family to join us this Holiday Season, Sundays at 10 am 
 

Sermon Series 

January 3, 10, 17, 24– The Parenting Crisis; January 31 – UMW Sunday 

February 7 – Animal Suffering/Scout Sunday; February 14, 21, 28 – Miracles 

 

Special Events 


 Community Event - Saturday January 9th “Finding Joy in Justice” with Rev. Gil Caldwell 


 Souper Bowl - February 7th 


 Ash Wednesday - February 10th 


 Lenten Study - Wednesdays Feb. 17th, 24th, Mar 2nd, 9th “Ask: Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age\ 


 Human Relations Offering -  January 17th 


 Fruit Baskets -  February 14th 

Easter 

Holy Thursday, March 24th - “The Living Last Supper” 

Good Friday, March 25th - “The Cross Walk” and evening service 

Easter March 27th - Sunrise, 9am & 11am services 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville   

Nominations: We are in need of a Connections 

Ministry lead, Web & Social Media support, “The Open 
Door” editor, Emergency Response Coordinator, First 

Friends coordinator, Worship Committee co-chair, & 
Sunday School teachers. These roles can be as simple or 

as creative as you wish & can be shared! Please contact 

Pastor Brian to help our church fulfill our mission. 

Finance: The Finance team has met with all the 

ministry leads to prepare a 2016 operating budget.  We 
will be presenting this budget to the Church Council in 

January for approval.  Thank you again for your  
contributions to our church’s ministries and special 

collections.  With your support, our church is a beacon of 

light in the Pascack Valley and in the World. 

Trustees: Thanks for all the support of the 2015 

projects - many updates and improvements were 
accomplished.  We are looking at several exciting projects 

for 2016, and we look forward to your continued support. 

SPRC:  SPRC completed employee evaluations for 

2015 and hired our new youth minister. 

Administrative Committee Summaries 
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Christmas Services 

White Gifts 
We received about 60 lovely presents which were given to local families. Every gift was most appreciated. 
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Our Church Family at Christmas 
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Our Memories of Pastor Bob Davidson 
submitted by Lisa Schoelles 

 
Our church family is saddened by the loss of our beloved 

Pastor Bob Davidson.  And, in sharing our grief with each 

other, we are sharing our stories of a celebration of his life.  
Our prayers remain with Marj and the entire Davidson family, 

yet we are heartened that he was able to spend Christmas with 

Jesus this year because Christmas was always a special time of 

year for Pastor Davidson.   Here are some of our stories:  
To Bruce, Bob was, with the grace of God, inherently 

spirit-led, kind, understanding, joyful, respectful, 

compassionate, exuberant and humble.  These attributes led, in 
turn, to him being a good listener, good mentor, supportive 

ally … and being fondly remembered. 
June felt that he truly had an open heart, open mind, and 

open door because people could approach him with some 
advice for him, and he’d truly listen and pray on the words.  

For example, when his sister was ill with cancer, he was afraid to visit her for he did not know what to say. But when 

June, who was also diagnosed with cancer, told him that he must visit his sister – Pastor Davidson went to Valley 

Hospital to learn how to speak with cancer patients, so he could visit his sister, and he shared the experience with the 

congregation. 

He was the pastor who first encouraged Fred to build a church website and launched Hillsdale United Methodist 
Church into a new age of technology.  And after he moved away, Pastor Davidson stayed in touch with our church 

through the website and Facebook. 

Pastor Davidson was amazing with children. When Christopher was quite young, Tammy noticed him chewing gum 
through service.  Mortified, she asked him where he got the gum, and the young child responded “Jesus gave it to me!”  

He thought Pastor Davidson was JESUS!  Known for always carrying a pack of Trident, Tammy gave him a silver gum 

case with his initial engraved as a retirement gift. 

Alida feels that it was because of Pastor Davidson that she became a Methodist. She came to a service and was 

greeted by his glowing smile, and invitation to stay. She loved that Bob and Marj and the Davidson family became close 

friends, and each year stayed in her Cape Cod condo.   
Pam first came to Hillsdale United Methodist Church to see if this could be a spiritual home for her and was 

surprised by a visit from Bob soon after, which led to a long friendship and amazing growth for Pam and her role in the 
church. 

Suzanne remembers Bob walking Lauren down the aisle the day she was baptized.  It is a treasured moment and 
another reason that Hillsdale United Methodist church has become her home. 

Long before our Longest Night Winter Solstice service of comfort and healing, Pastor Davidson held a “Blue 

Christmas” service for those who are unhappy during the holidays. 
Terry had the honor of being Lay Leader when the Davidsons first came to Hillsdale and they hit it off right away, 

thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to work together. Joanna and Terry had the pleasure of meeting them at the lake at 

Panther Valley for picnics and the occasional round of golf (which he won with ease). Always a pleasure to be with - 

always working behind the scenes to help the church run smoothly.  
Lois says, Pastor Davidson was a true disciple of Jesus Christ, who inspired countless others to be good stewards of 

God’s love - who lived his faith every day of his life. He was a friend and pastor to the Kohans.  They met him in 
Midland Park where he held Lois’ grandmother in his arms as she passed away.  He remained close to their family, and 

performed many baptisms, joined them for dinners and occasions, and traveled on many destination weddings where he 

performed the wedding services.  They love him and Marj and will miss him dearly.  He strengthened their faith in many 

many ways. 

On Christmas Eve day, as Carlee and Cindy were driving past the church, they were reminiscing about how Pastor 

Davidson got the congregation to do a living nativity one year.  We all dressed up as shepherds or wisemen or Mary and 

Joseph and took shifts standing out on the front lawn on the freezing cold evenings of Christmas week.  Only Bob could 
convince us to do something like that. Carlee and Cindy got the call about Bob’s passing just moments after reminiscing 

about this.  Cindy thinks he is still watching over our church.  He was much loved and will be greatly missed.  There is 
not another one like him! 
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Our Memories of Pastor Bob Davidson 
continued from page 6 
 

After moving to River Vale from Teaneck in 1998, Bob and Terry decided that they wanted to find a church in the 

area for their family.   They really didn’t know where to start but knew they would find the right place.  One day, 
casually running errands, Terry drove by Hillsdale United Methodist 

Church and I felt a “tug on my sleeve” to stop and see if there was 

anyone there.  Terry walked down the hall toward the office and Pastor 
Bob popped his head out of the parlor where there was a meeting going 

on and he asked if he could help her.  She told him she was looking for 
a church having recently moved to the area.  He was so warm and kind 

from the first moments they met in the hallway.  He took her name and 
phone number and said he would be in touch.  And, sure enough, they 

heard from him shortly thereafter.  Pastor Davidson came to their home, 

formally introducing himself to Terry and Bob, telling us about 

Hillsdale UMC.  He was so personable and genuine right from the start, sincerely interested in getting to know them 
without making them feel pressured in any way about attending or joining the church.  At the same time, Pastor 

Davidson made them feel that we would be very welcome to be part of the church family should they be interested. He 

was always supportive, showing us the way to developing “servants’ hearts” as Christ calls us to do.  Pastor Bob is the 
reason Terry and Bob joined Hillsdale United Methodist Church and have so many great friends there today.  We have 

wonderful memories of his wonderful God-centered spirit.  We thank Jesus that he tugged on my sleeve that day 17 

years ago to stop into Hillsdale United Methodist.   

There are so many fond memories that Doreen has of Pastor Davidson.  She will always remember his smile, his 

laughter, his voice that wonderful voice, and his kind heart. His sermons were such that you could always relate to them. 

He will always mean the world to my family and myself. He married Frank and Doreen, christened both their boys, and 
he was there for my dad in his final days and for my family when my dad passed.  Doreen was truly blessed for knowing 

him.  
Ray remembers Pastor Davison at Ray’s audition for music director at Hillsdale United Methodist Church.  Ray 

played "Cannon in D" when he finished Pastor Davidson said "You just played my favorite piece!"  He always made Ray 

feel comfortable and like he belonged! 

Rev. Robert E. Davidson, Sr. passed away on December 23rd at the age of 81. He battled multiple myeloma and 
numerous complications over the past several months, and is now at peace. His wife and members of his family were 
with him in the end. He served in the ministry for nearly 60 years, having fully retired only at the end of last year. 

The 2015 Faith in Service Award - What a Wonderful Surprise! 
submitted by Dorothy Palm 

 
What a wonderful surprise to receive the Faith in Service Award.  I am really so grateful for the honor.  It was wonderful 
to have all my family there.  Thank you all so much! 

In Jesus Name, with Love, Dorothy Palm 
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A Message from District Superintendent 
Excerpts from his letter to the district, December 16 2015 

 

D ear Friends,   
The writer of Ecclesiastes would put it this way:  To 

everything there is a season and a time for every matter 
under heaven, a time to sow and a ;me to reap; a time to 

laugh and time to mourn; a time to say "hello" and a time to 
say "farewell." 

For Rosemary and me the season of farewell has finally 
arrived. Actually, it seems to have snuck up on us while we 

were unaware. I will be retiring at the next session of the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference. My journey in 
ministry has been deeply blessed for forty-three years by supportive bishops and District Superintendents, faithful 

congregations and a host of wonderful colleagues whose friendship has profoundly nurtured and sustained me along the 

way. I will leave active service with overflowing gratitude to God for all of these blessings including the privilege of 
serving for the last five years in the GNJ cabinet. I can tell you that I have worked with extraordinary individuals during 

my years on the cabinet who are deeply committed to the mission and I am grateful beyond measure to have had that 

opportunity--and to have enjoyed such company and friendship. But I also know that for everything there is a season and 

so I enter this new season in my life as a bit of an explorer, content to put my future into God's good, loving and capable 
hands. 

For the Palisades District this transition will bring a time of discernment as you look to the future with a new District 

Superintendent who will bring fresh ideas and a sense of renewal along with the eternal Word of God. I am absolutely 

confident that God will inspire Bishop Schol to appoint a wonderful new superintendent in the Palisades who will be a 

true shepherd, an able administrator and a strategic thinker with a heart for mission. I promise to do all in my power to 

make the transition as smooth as possible. 
Let us pray for each other and the process that will unfold over the next several months. I love this district and you, 

dear friends, and will miss you more than you can possibly know. I will surely feel the absence of the daily contact with 

you that has been such a valued part of my life these past five years. And I will miss the privilege of working with each 

of the congregations in this truly remarkable district. So please pardon the occasional tear and extra hugs over the next 

few months. I give thanks for the knowledge that we are forever one in our precious Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

May you be God's light in the world!,  
Wayne Jack Plumstead, 

Palisades District Superintendent 

Soup-er Bowl 

Luncheon 
Sunday, Feb 7 

 
Our favorite lunch tradition 

continues! 
 

Wear your favorite team jersey! 

 

Bring your favorite soup bowl  
and spoon! 

 

11am - after Worship Service 
 

Tickets available soon! 
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We continue to seek Christians called into a variety 

of ministries within our church. Currently, we seek: 

Connections Ministry lead, Website & Social 

Media support, “The Open Door” editor, 

Emergency Response coordinator, First Friends 

coordinator, Worship Committee co-chair, 

Sunday School Teachers & Substitutes, Ushers, 

Collection Counters, Choir Members (especially 

tenors).  Please contact the church office with your 

ideas and your support, and help our church fulfill 

our mission. 

 

Food Pantry Volunteers are needed to serve on 
Monday evenings and the first Saturday of each 

month.  Please contact June Schoelles at 201-666-

2649 to join the team. 

 
Be A Go-For!  From time to time we need to call 

upon volunteers to help out with various situations.  
If you can help, please contact Cathy D’Eletto at 

201-664-5231 to join. 

 

Stay In Touch!  Let us know if your Contact 

Information has changed  Please let the Church 
Office know of any changes to your contact 

information (name, address, home or mobile phone 
number, and/or email address). 

01/01 Jesse Berger 
 Lorraine Nixdorf 

 Colin Everett 

 Jake Levine 

 Paige Levine 

01/07 Sylvia Kleister 

 Thomas Rizzie 
01/08 Craig Kohan 

 Janice Boettner 

01/12 Nicholas Dapolito 
01/13 Evan Stalter 

01/14 Stacey Martin 

01/15 Melinda Christie 

 Jessica Hampton 
01/16 Angelina Van Cleef 

01/18 Anne Griffin 
01/21 Daniel Roggenburg 

01/22 Lori DeGise 
01/23 Jeffrey Lewis 

01/25 Brian Buckley 
01/26 Justin Murberg 

01/30 Brian Sullivan 
 Austin Brinker 
 

02/01 Efrien Torres 
 Debbie Roggenburg 

 Jay Ford 

 Michael Villegas 

 Lois Kohan 

 Dakota Stepe 

02/03 Matthew Koeniges 
02/05 Virginia Jensen 

02/06 Timmy Hampton 

 Kathy Sather 
02/07 Jon Kohl 

02/08 Samantha Cicala 

 Nicholas Cicala 

02/09 Ebony Shaaf 
02/12 Sameet Master 

02/13 Jeanne Lozier 
 Bryan Atkinson 

02/14 Carol Weaver 
02/17 Michael Pflueger 

02/19 Dorothy De Sandre 
02/20 Brianna Everett 

 Juliana Lavitol 
02/21 Kevin Kohan 
 Daniel Nacinovich 

02/26 Ira Ornstein 

 Dennis Bujas 

02/29 Cole Ussher- 
   Keushkerian  

Happy Birthday! 

The 2016 congregational survey is coming.  

The online survey will be emailed to those whose 

email addresses we have, and hard copies will be 
available in the church throughout January. 

Pancakes for Parkinson’s 
 

Team Kohan and the Kohan Family are holding our third annual 
“Pancakes for Parkinson’s” event.  In an effort to raise funds and 

awareness for Parkinson’s disease, “Pancakes for Parkinson’s” will 
be held on January 23, 2016 from 9am–Noon in Fellowship Hall. 

Team Kohan will be serving 
pancakes, coffee, tea, and 
juice and other snacks. All are 

welcome to attend.  Special 

activities for the kids will also 

be on hand. The cost is $5 per 
person and all the proceeds 

will go to the Parkinson’s 
Unity Walk in honor of Team 

Kohan. No reservations are 

required. For more 

information on the Parkinson’s 

Unity Walk or to make a 

general donation in honor of 
Team Kohan, please visit 
http://support.unitywalk.org/

goto/TeamKohan 



10 

 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church - Autumnal Happenings  

Christmas Cantata 

“The Silence  

& the Sound” 
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Hillsdale United Nursery School  
submitted by Carol Stalter 

 

I n November we celebrated all the goodness that comes with giving thanks!  The children painted Native American 
vests and strung beads to make necklaces.  The 4 year olds held a “Pow Wow” and shared a Thanksgiving “feast.”  

Other fall highlights included a salute to Veteran’s 
from American Legion Post 162 and “Turkey 

Tuesday” cookie decorating.  December was filled 
with heightened enthusiasm for the holidays. 

Children worked diligently on holiday crafts and 
gifts. Nursery school families donated gifts to The 

Center for Hope and Safety for mothers and 
children in need in conjunction with Pascack 

Valley High School.   

Once again, we will have a January Jump Start 
class for 2.5 year olds beginning on January 5.  

Mrs. Marisa Mottershead will instruct the children 

with Mrs. Heidi Ford as her aide. 

From all the staff and students at Hillsdale 
United, we wish you and your families a wonderful 

Christmas season! 

(pictured:  Mrs. Ruzicka & Mrs. Vicchio’s 4 Year 

Old class prepares to bake!) 

United Methodist Women News 
submitted by Vicki Brentnall & Sue Moran 

 

H ello all! We had a wonderful Thanksgiving season with a successful bake sale and 

a joyful Christmas celebration with a cookie swap and ornament trade.  Coming up 

in January, we'll be celebrating UMW Sunday on January 31, and ALL are invited. In 
February we'll enjoy our Soup-er Bowl Sunday on February 7.  

Which brings us into March and the World Day of Prayer.  The UMW needs your 

help!  Last year’s World Day of Prayer was a wonderful experience.  WDP 2016 is on the calendar for March 4, 5, or 6.  

Please volunteer and help make it happen. 
We also need a new membership directory, and a chairperson to update and organize with the circles and members 

at large to make sure all information is current and correct.  You can work with the old directory to update or create 
something new if you like.  Please reach out to help.  We're aiming to get this done by September 2016. 

In July, we'd like to have a mission to help out in some way at Camp YDP.  We need someone to reach out to YDP 
to find out what we can do and when, and then organize the mission.  Please consider offering your leadership for this 

very worthy cause.  
Do you like to plan parties?  How about planning the entertainment or program for the annual dinner meeting in 

October?  All else will be taken care of, we need someone with fresh ideas and energy to plan the entertainment that 
doesn't have to be more than 15 minutes long.  Simple, and fun! 

Call Sue Moran (201) 634-0422 or Vicki Brentnall (201) 264-8646 if you are interested in any of these projects.  We 

can give you the information you'll need. 

Upcoming events: 

 Executive board meeting: Sat., Jan 16, 10am parlor 
 Rummage sale committee meeting: Sunday, Jan. 10, immediately after service in Fellowship Hall 

 UMW Sunday: Jan. 31, 10am regular service 
 Fundraiser: Soup-er Bowl Luncheon, Sunday, Feb 7 

Peace and blessings, Sue & Vicki 
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Our Children preparing for Christmas 2015 

 
 

 

Donor Recognition 

Tree 
 

Looking for a special gift for a 

parent or grandparent or a loved 
one?  How about a leaf or rock, 

acorn or dove, on our 
remembrance tree.  Contact the 

Church office or pick up the 
application in front of the tree at 

the Magnolia Street entrance, or 
ask any Trustee. 
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Finance Committee Update 
submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

I  hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I would 
like to thank everyone for their giving throughout 2015 – we are again 

looking good financially and are making 100% of our shared ministry payments 

to the conference in 2015 and anticipate the same in 2016 and beyond.  

Budgets will be reviewed by the church council the first week of January.  Thanks to all the ministry leads for their 

valuable input and for their continued efforts to find savings. After the budget is approved, a final budget will be 

provided to all ministry leads and Finance will provide a mid-year accounting of any expenses spent through June for 

you to review. If you would like more frequent updates, please let me know, and we can arrange it.  

As always, if anyone has any questions regarding the church’s financial position or suggestions for the Finance 
Committee please let me know. I would love to share anything you want to know. 

Peace and blessings, Mike Schoelles, Finance Chair 

Youth Ministry Update 
submitted by Kristine Melius 

 

H ello! If we haven’t yet met, my name is Kristine Melius 
(pronounced ME-lee-US).  I am thrilled to have been hired as the 

Youth Minister at Hillsdale United Methodist Church.  I just came from 
Warwick UMC in Warwick NY.  I was there 3 ½ years as their Children’s Ministry Coordinator and Youth Ministry 

Leader.  Prior to this I was the Youth Leader in Clinton Avenue Reformed Church in Bergenfield, and volunteered in 
similar roles in Paterson and elsewhere since my teens. 

Leaving Warwick UMC was a difficult decision because I loved my roles there and the people, especially the youth, 
of that church.  But, God has greater plans for me, and wanted me to work closer to home so I could dedicate more of my 

talents locally. 
But enough about my background.  I’m really stoked to be at Hillsdale UMC.  I’ve met most of the youth and their 

families and I’m really excited to get to know them better – on a deeper level – and to grow with them on our respective 

faith journeys.  My plan is to build relationships through one-on-one discussions and experiences.  This has been an 
effective method to engagement in my prior Youth Ministry posts – and so far, our younger members have been curious 

and anticipating their 1-1 meetings. 

One of my first projects is to re-establish our Youth Room as a home-away-from home for our youth.  They will 

lead the project to create a space that is inviting and spiritually uplifting – and allows them the freedom to be who they 
are in the Light of God.  Your support of this vital project is essential!  Feel free to ask me or any of our youth how the 

project is going, and come downstairs to see our progress.  If you‘d like to donate to the project – let us know.  We’ve 

already got a Fooz-Ball Table, and we are working on a flat-screen TV and sound system for our music.   

Stay tuned for more updates – I promise to keep you all posted.   

Blessings this New Year, Kristine 

GOT CAMERA?  Were you fortunate to receive a new camera or 

GoPro for Christmas?  What are you going to do with that older model? 
   
Please consider donating your old digital camera, video camera, or GoPro to 

the Connections Ministry.  We are hoping to share the equipment with the 

variety of ministries, especially our youth – encouraging creative 

photography and videos of all our church events.   
 

(Of course, new equipment donations are always welcome too!)   
Please email Pastor Brian at HillsdalePastor@gmail.com if you have 

equipment to donate. 
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Connections & Public Theology Advocates Updates 
submitted by Lisa Schoelles 

 

I t is with a wide spectrum of emotions that I write this, my final Open Door update article.  
Many of you know that my husband, Mike, and I are in the process of selling our beloved 

Hillsdale home and moving to New England. 
Leading the Connections Ministry team has been a joy for my soul.  From redesigning our 

church website with Fred Breitwieser in 2009, to creating our YouTube channel and updating 

our Facebook page; taking on the editorial duties of “The Open Door” making it equally 
pleasing as a hardcopy newsletter and an online magazine, and finally refreshing our website in 

2015 to work well on any device.  Our team has improved our sanctuary audio and video 
capabilities.  We’ve created meaningful photo montages and supported several events in 

Fellowship Hall -- Vacation Bible School, the Spartan Race fundraiser for acoustic panels, and 

the Annual Talent Show DVDs have been a particular joy! 

I have learned so much along the way.  This team – Wil Theilmeier, Mike Lavitol, Terry 
Good, Pete Koeniges, Mike Schoelles, Pastor Brian, and Joseph Skiba – they are the finest, most 

flexible, most creative, and most inventive team ever!  Always willing to work with last minute 

requests and minimal guidance - laughing and engaging everyone along the way.  Always 

finding a way to accomplish the task with the least cost – reuse, recycle, research and re-invent – we’ve done it all 
together.   And we’ve enabled our church family near and far to stay inspired and engaged. 

Pastor Brian and I have been working together to transition my work and I am confident that Hillsdale United 

Methodist Church will continue to be a source of inspiration beyond our doors.  I may not know the details of my future, 

but I know that this church and this congregation will forever be one of my most cherished homes.   

2015 was the first year for the Public Theology Advocates ministry and through this ministry, my personal 

discipleship has taken on amazing new growth.  You’ve read about my experiences and observations through 

my blog and past editions of “The Open Door.”  I thank you for all your support and many many prayers.  And 

we have great high hopes for 2016.  What started as a team of one now has many members, each with a passion 

for a particular Justice concern.  We will hold team meetings on the 2nd Sunday of each month, after worship 

service, in the Upstairs Lounge.  We will start our meetings with a brief sacred text reading and discussion 

about what Justice and Service means to us.  Then we will review projects and ideas.  Please join us - all are 

Welcome!   
I will be back to support these Public Theology Advocates meetings, and to visit often.   

Peace and Blessings as, together, we face an adventurous 2016., Lisa Schoelles 

Throw-Back-Thursday 
submitted by Doreen Strauch 

 

I was going through some old photos when I came across this 

one. The ladies were cheering for some event, probably 1969.  

My mom, Joyce Scherrer is in the photo,  
Vera Sassenscheid, Marion Lozier, Dottie Palm, Mrs. 

Mockel, and sitting in front is Becky Anderson and her 
daughter. -----> 
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, my heartfelt thanks to each of you who have helped my mom, Alida, with 

rides and helping her out while she is recovering from her stroke.  It brings me peace of mind and I am so 

thankful to each of you.  It is difficult for me to physically be there for her and you truly are what a church 

family and body of Christ is all about.   

- Diane Maat (Alida Preciado’s daughter) 

Many Thanks 
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The Open Door 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

349 Hillsdale Avenue 

Hillsdale, NJ  07642 

Advertise your business in The Open Door.  
Call 201-664-5231 or email HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com for details 


