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Visitors, Visitors, Visitors 

A cross the country, churches will have people 

show up in their building for the very first 

time this Sunday.  People have many reasons for 

coming to a church - a tragedy that has provoked a 

deep need, a desire for healing and wholeness, a 

chance to escape the chaos of the world for an hour of respite. Whatever the reason, the 

question these churches will need to answer is ‘are they ready for them?’ 

We have to ask that question, too.  Are we ready for the visitors that will walk 

through our doors?  Our mission as a United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Though some will connect with us 

through small groups and service opportunities, the primary way people who do not 

know Christ will be introduced to our church is through our worship service.  In 2014 

we estimate that 63 families visited our church.  Of those 63, a handful continues to 

worship with us regularly.  I am grateful for these new families; they will add life and 

vibrancy to our church for years to come!  There are many, however, who have not 

stayed and we believe we can do a better job reaching our visitors in 2015, but we need 

your help. 

Every generation is tasked with the responsibility of connecting people with Christ.  

Jesus, in Luke 15, tells a simple story of a man who has lost one of his one hundred 

sheep.  He says, “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it?”  Christ is revealing the character of God with this story.  All people are God’s 

“sheep” and He desires to reclaim every one of them.  He will leave the comfortable 

ones together in the field to find the lost.  It is incumbent on us to do the best we can to 

find the lost sheep out there and who wander into our church, but again, we need your 

help. 

There are two very simple things you can do to help us connect with new people in 

our church.  One is to simply sign in on the red attendance pad every Sunday morning 

during the prelude.  Put your name and address down, then pass it along to the next 

person in your row.  We have found that no matter how much we encourage visitors to 

fill in the visitor cards, they almost never do it.  But, if everyone in the whole building 

takes just a few minutes to fill in the attendance pad, our visitors are far more likely to 

do the same.  Using this new method we had more visitors sign in on one day than we 

did in the previous two years!  We need you to keep filling in those attendance pads, 

though, so our visitors will do it too.  Then I can hand-deliver a gift to their home and 

thank them for worshipping with us.  Other churches have used this same method to 

great effect, and I hope we can do the same. 

The other thing you can do to help our visitors is to be friendly.  Greet people! 

Introduce yourself to people whose names you don’t know!  Having met just about 

everyone who comes through our doors, I can assure you most of them are very 

friendly, and even the mean ones are nice enough the first time you meet them.  So get 

to know the people around you, and when you see someone you don’t know, go and 

meet them.  Who knows, you might be introducing yourself to someone that could 

change your life forever in the best way possible.  And, perhaps more importantly, you 

could be helping a lost sheep find Christ.  (See my other article for important news on 

our church survey!)                                                                                               In Christ, 

Pastor Brian Neville 
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From Your Lay Leader …  
submitted by Joanna Good 

 

I ’ve been doing some reading and thinking about what it means to love one another and how we show it, how we 

serve one another.  It’s part of the process of preparing for Easter and specifically for the Maundy Thursday 

service, which recalls Jesus showing his disciples what it means to love one another.  You are familiar with that “new 
commandment” that Jesus gave at the end of the Passover Meal, right after he had shocked his followers by washing 

their feet:  “Let me give you a new command:  Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you love one another. This 
is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.”(John 13:34-35). 

As Jesus was ending his time on earth and his final opportunities for teaching his disciples, he shows them his love 

for them in a very ordinary way, by washing their feet, and tells them that he expects them to do the same for others:  

“For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.”(John 13:15).   
Of course, in those days, the ritual of foot washing was a much appreciated hospitable act, for people walked 

everywhere in sandals, on dusty unpaved ground and water was hauled drop by precious drop from a well to the home.  

So, is Jesus trying to tell us to wash everyone’s feet?  Is it just being helpful and hospitable that he wants?  Remember, 
Jesus was also their Rabbi, their teacher, and he was performing the servant’s role, to wash his students’ feet.  Jesus was 

really telling them to serve (love) each other, just as he served (loved) them.  Serve everyone!  He was about to serve 
(love) them in even a more profound way, by dying on the cross.  I am grateful that Jesus taught this lesson, with this 

foot washing example.  For dying for the sake of others is not likely to be an option for me, but to serve (love) others in 
daily, ordinary ways is very possible.  It has been helpful to me to consider this, what are the ordinary, but necessary or 

hospitable things I can do to serve and show love?  Is it helping to wash the feet of a family member who is frail or ill?  

Is it keeping my mouth shut when angry at the mistakes of others, mistakes I, too, commit?  Is it looking to help a friend 

or even acquaintance with a daily task, like carrying in the groceries, or taking out the trash?  Is it volunteering at the 
food pantry, Sunday School, nursing home, Family Promise or CUMAC?   

These ordinary acts become holy acts, when we serve others with love that 
Jesus has for us.  I came across this poem, by Martha Spong, a United Church of 

Christ pastor, on the RevGalBlogPals.com web site, that says it best: 

To love each other transcends forgetting. 
We know and care, but know the truth. 

He told us to love so others can know us– 
Know him– 

It’s a mandate, a commandment, 
A rule for living, 

Let us love and serve one another,, 
     Joanna  

Please invite your friends and family to join us for these challenging and 
inspiring sermon series, Sundays at 10 am 

 

March Series: “Raised? Finding Jesus by Doubting the Resurrection”  
contact the church office to join the accompanying book study class, after 

Sunday worship, March 8, 15, 22, 29 

April Series: “Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven” 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville   
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Nominations: Our nominations committee continues 

to seek out qualified volunteers in the following areas: 
 

Ministry Leads: Vacation Bible School Volunteer 
Coordinator, Outreach Coordinator, High School Sunday 

School teacher, Worship Committee Co-Chair 

Administration: Board of Trustees – 2 members, Staff/
Parish Relations Committee – 1 member, Nominations & 

Leadership Development – 1 member 
Ministries: We can always use help supporting current 

ministries as well. The Choir would love to have new 
members (especially men), First Friends could use help 

welcoming guests and visitors to the church, and the 

Youth Group could certainly use more adult volunteers to 

help our youth ministry thrive.  
If you are interested in any of these ministries or 

committees, please contact the church office. 

SPRC:  SPRC met on Monday, February 16, 2015, to 

review the staff responses to annual reviews and to discuss 
the confidential congregational survey only as it relates to 

staff.  Bruce Bloch is moving to Ohio so we say a fond 
farewell to Bruce and wish him much peace, happiness 

and joy in his new home.  He will be closer to his other 
daughter and her children.  Robert Fanelli is also finishing 

his term as the secretary of SPRC.  Bob has been an 

excellent secretary - organized, thorough, and accurate and 
timely in carrying out the duties of his office.  We are also 

electing a new slate of officers for the 2015 calendar year.  
We offer a warm welcome to Suzanne Strang for a 3-year 

term on SPRC.  Her skills in the business world and as a 

paralegal for many years will be an added bonus for the 

committee.  We will be short one committee member and 
Nominations will need to solicit candidates for the open 

position. 

Trustees: During 2014 all the church buildings saw 

tremendous physical and operational changes.  Many, 

many thanks to Bob Salvati, for the vision to move 

forward and leading us in a positive way for years and 
years ahead.  The Trustees will be implementing the 

next phases of the "Greenfaith Project" as the budget, 
weather, and contractors warrant.  We are also looking at 

the Pastor's survey results and will work to fulfill the 

Congregation's wishes.  As we move forward we all want 

to run our facility as energy efficiently as possible.  Saving 

on our daily, weekly, monthly expenses translates into 
more mission and outreach funds available.  With your 

help and God's guidance we move forward. 

Finance:   HUMC finished 2014 in a good financial 
position thanks to the strong, prayerful giving of everyone 

in the congregation. We were able to make all of our 

shared ministry payments, up from 10 in 2013. 

 
We will be continuing our monthly Stewardship messages 

in 2015 and we would love to hear from you on any topics 
you would like to hear about – just let Mike Schoelles 

know your topics and we will include it in the monthly 

message.  And, as always, if you have any questions 
regarding the church finances and/or the Finance Ministry, 

please call Mike Schoelles at 201-925-0498 or see him 
after Sunday worship services.   

Administrative Committee Summaries 

Holy Week Services:  
Palm Sunday:     March 29th, 10 am 

Holy Thursday:  April 2nd, 7:30 pm 
Good Friday:      April 3rd,  7:30 pm 

Easter Sunday: 
April 5th at 6:30 am  

 Sunrise Service 
 Demarest Farms,  

 244 Wierimus Road, Hillsdale 

 

April 5th at 9:00 am & 11:00 am 
 Worship Services 

 Hillsdale UMC 
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United Methodist Women News 
submitted by Vicki Brentnall 
 

HUMW Annual Rummage Sale 

Start saving your gently used and new "stuff" for this great fundraiser (which 
supports our many missions), the UMW's biggest fundraiser of the year!  Indulge in 

a little spring cleaning and bring us your unwanted clothes, household goods, toys, 

games, jewelry, books, linens, kitchenware, knick-knacks, etc.  We can't take large items such as large furniture and 
mattresses and we are unable to sell infant car seats, strollers, playpens, etc, for safety reasons.  Bring your items to 

Fellowship Hall on Wednesday and Thursday, May 13 and 14, from 10 am - noon, 1-3 pm, and 5-7 pm.  Then come and 
find a treasure to purchase on Friday, May 15, from 9 am - 6 pm and Saturday, May 16, from 9 am - 4 pm.   

And, while you're there, purchase some of our delicious baked goods.  Our Youth Group will also be participating on 
Saturday, so come out and support them as well.   

This year, we will have something extra special happening, courtesy of Tammy Molinelli and her ebay magic. If you 

have special items that you feel are worth more than rummage sale prices, Tammy has offered to put your donated items 

up for sale on ebay.  Stay tuned for more information…  
We need your help now: start saving your stuff! If you have any questions about whether something is worth selling 

or not, just ask Vicki, Sue, Alida, Carol, or Ellen.  We also need your ShopRite paper and plastic garbage bags, and any 

large plastic garbage bags.  And we need your help the week of the sale:  anyone who wants to bake for the sale is 
welcome!  Just package your goods for sale and we'll do the rest.  We also need plenty of helpers for the clean-up at 4 

pm on Saturday, May 16 (many hands make light work, and there's a lot to pack up!). 

 

 

World Day of Prayer, Saturday, March 7, 9 am ALL ARE INVITED for a 

light breakfast and prayer service in the sanctuary at 10 am  This year's theme 
is the Bahamas, with Jesus asking "Do you understand what I have done for 

you?"Gospel of John 13:1-17, the Bahamas) 
 

 

Outing: Sunday, March 22, 3 pm, West Side Presbyterian Church in 

Ridgewood, West Side Oratorio Choir and Orchestra, goodwill offering. 
 
 

Executive board meeting: Tuesday, March 24, 6 pm, Special Mission 
Recognition Meeting, 6:30 pm  

We wish you a Blessed New Year 
Vicki Brentnall and Sue Moran 

A Christmas Story All Over Again … 
submitted by Cathy D’Eletto 

 

T his is a story about a woman this last Christmas who was ready to 

deliver a baby and had no place to sleep.  It is also about a wise man who journeyed to her apartment 

bearing the much needed gift of a brand new bed.  It turned out to be a Christmas that this local woman will 

never forget.  

During the Christmas holiday we learned of a woman who, in her eighth month of pregnancy, was forced 

to sleep on the floor having lost her bed in transit during her move to Hillsdale.  She was unable to afford to 

replace it.  A simple call to Westwood Sleep Centers solved the problem and they immediately delivered a 

Christmas gift of a brand new queen sized bed to her apartment, just in time to deliver her baby.   This was 

such a kind gesture and so much appreciated.  We wanted those of you who are familiar with this store to be 

aware of the kindness demonstrated by one of our local merchants.    

Cathy 
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Ministries: We continue to seek Christians 

called into a variety of ministries within our 

church. Currently, we seek: VBS Team 

Coordinator, Outreach Lead, Worship 

Committee Co-Chair, Sunday High School 

teacher, Ushers, Collection Counters, Choir 

Members, First Friends, and Youth Group 

Advisors.  Our administrative teams are also 

seeking members to fill open positions on: 
Trustees, SPRC, and Nominations & 

Leadership Development.  If interested in 

serving in one of these roles, please contact 
the church office. 

 

Collection Counters:  The Finance 

Committee is always seeking counters to 
count and record the offering after worship 

services.  Holidays are a particular time of 

need. This service only takes about an hour 

and is done in a team of 2 people. If you can 
help on any given Sunday or Holiday, please 

contact Mike Schoelles at 201-925-0498. 
 

Be A Go-For!  From time to time we need to 

call upon volunteers to help out with various 

situations.  If you can help, please contact 

Cathy D’Eletto at 201-664-5231 to join. 

3/02 Donna Geitz 

 Allison Jeffrey 

3/03 Karen Mrsich 
 Sarah Christie 

 Selena Torres 
3/04 Tammy Molinelli 

3/05 Nancy Rizzie 
3/06 Talia Galentine 

3/07 Marion Lozier 
 Ed Demarest 

Kierstin Arvelo 

3/08 Lisa Schoelles 

3/10 Victoria Murphy 

3/11 Kaitlin Unger 
3/12 Kelly Kennedy 

3/13 Benjamin Master 
3/15 Katie Gattoni 

3/16 Robert Dougherty 

 Betty Brinkerhoff 

 Pat Ornstein 
 Bobbie Salisbury 

3/18 Kathleen Lanik 

3/20 Colby Van Dyken 

3/22 Brendan Everett 

 Jessica Lavitol 
 Marilyn Perrine 

 Mae Apostolico 
3/24 Nathan Porter 

3/28 Kristina Payne 
3/31 Doug Stratton 

 Violet Master 
 

4/01 Pat Kohl 

4/02 Caitlyn DeGise 

 Lisa DeGise 
4/03 Alex Keady 

4/05 Sandy Sobocinski 
4/08 Sue Moran 

4/09 Gregory Fanelli 
4/10 Doreen Strauch 

4/11 Jesse LaGrosa 
4/12 Nicole Buckley 
4/13 William Weaver 

 Michael Schoelles 

 Jaclynn Geitz 

4/14 Lauryn Galda 
 Sarah Hampton 

 Samantha Bennett 
4/15 Cate Cunningham 

4/16 Brian Neville 

4/17 Geraldine Costello 

4/18 Gabriel Hoffman 
4/19 Joyce Jarvis 

 Ruth Goldberg 

4/20 Smita Master 

4/23 Rick Stewart 

4/25 Kathryn Galda 
 Kelly Gattoni 

4/26 Michelle Jeffrey 
4/29 Brooks Kanwisher 

 Ashley Shaaf 

 

W e honor the recent passing of our beloved ones, 
and keep their families and friends in our 

prayers. 
Elsie Logan 

Celebrate 

UMCOR’s 75th 

Anniversary 

 
by donating 

 

March 8th  

“One Great Hour 

of Sharing” 

 
contact Joanna Good,  
or visit UMCOR.org 

to learn more 
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Recent events at Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

Ushers Needed 
submitted by Jay Ford 
 

T here are so many ways that we can contribute our time and talents to our church family, each one a gift, special to 
God.  If you have a desire to actively participate in our worship service, but are uncertain as to what gift you have to 

share, did you ever think of ushering?  It’s a wonderful and easy way to offer your time, and your gift will truly make a 
difference.  When you consider that each year we need well over 150 volunteers to perform this service (and currently 

we only have about 20) you will begin to understand the importance of your contribution.  Even if you can only commit 

to one Sunday that would be great help. 
Should you be interested, please call Jay Ford at 845- 222-9345 or simply come up to Jay after service and to chat 

about the simple steps to being an usher.                                                                                                         Yours in Christ,,  
Jay Ford 

Men’s Group 
submitted by Jay Ford 
 

J oin the Men’s Group for breakfast on Saturday, March 14th, 9am at “It’s Greek to Me” in Westwood for fellowship 

and casual but spirited conversation.  Contact Jay Ford at 845- 222-934 or Mike Schoelles at 201-925-0498 to learn 
more. 
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Stewardship Update 
submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

I hope that everyone has noticed the new lights that we had installed at the end of last year. This 
small improvement will make us more energy efficient, thus resulting lower electric bills, which 

in turn, will allow us to reallocate the savings towards local mission work. We will be rolling 
out a capital campaign in the coming weeks, with the Trustees, in order to cover the costs of the 

energy efficiency work already completed along with the upcoming installation of new, more efficient, windows in the 

sanctuary. Look for more details and information over the next couple of months on how you can help us reach our 
goals in this campaign.                 

Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 

from our Church Council Chair ... 
submitted by Tammy Molinelli 

 

A ccording to Wikipedia…Peace is an occurrence of harmony 

characterized by lack of violence, conflict behaviors and the 
freedom from fear of violence. Commonly understood as the absence of 

hostility and retribution, peace also suggests sincere attempts at 
reconciliation, the existence of healthy or newly healed interpersonal or 

international relationships, prosperity in matters of social or economic 
welfare, the establishment of equality, and a working political order that 

serves the true interests of all.  This definition seems so one sided.  
Peace seems to be so much more than a lack of external problems or 

chaos.    It’s one of the greatest gifts from God and can exist anytime, 

no matter what external situations exist.  I’m no expert in this area and 

pray daily to find peace in my heart in all things.  The ability to go through life with the opportunity to feel that calm and 
powerful presence of God is a promise by God through HIS love.  Peace is a state of being by praying for God’s grace 

and having a Christ centered life.  It’s not a perfect life.  Being at peace doesn’t mean the absence of fear or pain; It’s the 

absence of a need to fight against what is and the ability to “let go and let God”.  To accept what is in a profound way 
and solve life’s problems knowing that God is on your side.  I used to think that peace came when everything in my life 

was perfect, now I find peace through knowing that I am a human being, living a human life with God on my side in all 

things.  I accept the bad and find grace in learning from my many mistakes.  I know that God’s Peace is the way, the 

truth and the light. 

May God Bless You and Grant Yoiu Peace, 
 Tammy Molinelli 

Finance Committee Update 
submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

A s we begin 2015 we have had some wild weather, I hope everyone has 
managed to overcome the snow and extreme cold temperatures and that 

we are looking ahead to the spring thaw and all the beauty that it brings.  
As we head into the Lenten season, and with Easter on the horizon (yes, I am talking about Easter and there is still 

well over a foot of snow on the ground) I hope you come out and support the church and all it has to offer in the coming 

months and throughout the year.  

As always, if you have any questions regarding the church’s financial position or suggestions for the Finance 

Committee please let me know. I would love to share anything you want to know.                                     Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 
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Connections Update 
submitted by Lisa Schoelles 
 

O ur website is looking FABULOUS!!!!!   
“Why?”, you may ask, “Why change our website that has served 

us so well thus far?” Because it is 2015, and the majority of people 
visiting our website are viewing on mobile devices - smartphones and 

tablets.  It is time to simplify by creating a site that is attractive and 
provides the most useful information in the most direct way possible 

for seekers, visitors, and our own congregation.  Here’s how it was 
done: 

First, I looked at the analytics of our current website – what pages 
are viewed most often?  what devices are used? and are these new or 

returning visitors?  The answers are:  a) homepage, sermons, music, 

calendar, outreach, and “In Remembrance”; b) mobile devices are 
used more often than  desktop or laptop computers; c) a little more than half of the visitors are new and just under half 

have visited before. 

Second, I researched trends for 2015 websites.  Mobile responsive (meaning it loads quickly and is easily read on a 

mobile screen) is the most important trend this year.  Long scrolling pages are preferred over links because it is easier to 
scroll on a handheld device than it is to reload a page.  The trend is also to move away from pretty-but-generic stock 

images and create custom images to better express the unique character of the church. 

Third, I researched web hosting companies – seeking the best in price, flexible design options, ease of use, and 

support.  Since 2009 we have been using E-Zekiel.com, a great church website company that has given us excellent 

service.  I spoke at length with them about upgrading to one of their newer platforms, but found that their options were 

still lacking in mobile responsiveness and flexibility, and, unfortunately, their service costs more.  I then tested a few 
trial sites at other host companies, finally settling with Squarespace.com – a solid fit in all categories.  

Fourth, I researched other church sites built with Squarespace.com, as well as other tools, to find inspiration for our 

renewed site. 

Finally, I rebuilt our site – focusing on the most frequently viewed pages’ content.  I strove to make the site easy to 

navigate while still presenting the information people need on a regular basis.  Before launching, I sent the test  link to 
several persons across our congregation, including to Fred Breitwieser – the creator of our first website, and the person 

who taught me how to build websites and be brave in design.  Fred loved it!  And so did many others, especially those 
who depend on their phones for internet access.    

You’ll notice a major change in how “The Open Door” reads on the website.  You’ll see the same great content you 
read on the hardcopy in an e-friendly format.  You can still download the traditional PDF, but wow - reading the 

newsletter online with the vivid images is great! 
I hope you like the revised website.  Let me know what you think.  And reach out to me if you want to learn how to 

build a website of your own – or, if you’d like to take on a role in our website production. 
Read “The Open Door” online, and if you like it, sign up for the electronic version.  You can always print at home a 

paper copy, but we hope that the beautiful images and easy reading font and scrolling will entice you to save the paper, 

and reduce the church costs of printing – and more importantly - you’ll be freeing up more money for missions! 

Peace and blessings,, 
Lisa Schoelles 

Chuck Knows Church is a fun and informative 

series of videos about all things “church”, produced by 
the UMC Discipleship Ministries.  In 2015, the Chuck 

team has expanded with “The Committee”, a 
humorous, yet poignant, series that examines the 

struggles congregation’s face as they look toward a 
preferred future.  New episodes become available on 
the 2nd Monday of each month and can be viewed at 

ChuckKnowsChurch.com or follow the link on our 
church Facebook page and website. 
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Church Survey Completed: Libraries, Capital Campaigns & Other Things 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville 

 

E ach year, many of you have taken the time to fill in a survey about our 

church to help us understand what you see and where we need to go as a 
church.  Though many of the questions are about mundane things, like 

bathrooms and the flow of our worship service, they give us valuable insight in 

how people perceive what we are doing.  We want our worship, our buildings 

and our ministries to connect with those who visit with us and sometimes the 
current church community can help us do that.  We also want to hear what might 

not be working so well so we can make important changes that will help us in the 
future. 

A few things have become clear from this year’s survey.  One is that 

generally people are supportive of the church building a new resource library that 

will include things like children’s DVD, Bibles, books for studies, and 
commentaries. This information is being passed along to the Church Council 

who will make a decision very soon about where to put a church library. 

Another item clear from our survey is that people strongly support our 
investment in anything that will help reduce our utility expenses, reduce our 

environmental impact and help the church save money.  This is good news, especially since we are in the midst of 
launching our campaign to do exactly that!  We will roll out the campaign on March 29 th, so be there for the exciting 

news! 

There will be more information coming on the survey results, but let me quickly mention a few things here. 

Generally, people continue to be very satisfied with our Sunday morning volunteers.  They always score high on our 
survey!  Also, people are satisfied with our Sunday morning worship experience, which is good news.  

But there are always challenges, and the biggest one remains the location of our Church Nursery.  The question, 
‘Can new people find our nursery easily?’ was the single lowest score on the survey, and, for the second year in a row, 

people wrote in, “I didn’t know we even had a nursery.”  We need to work to change this!  Our nursery is a very useful 

tool and can draw in families to worship with us regularly.  
If you want to share additional thoughts on this year’s survey, feel free to write the pastor an email or letter.  Thanks 

for all your assistance in helping us to discern our future course. God bless! 

In Christ,,  
Pastor Brian Neville 

Public Theology Advocates 
submitted by Lisa Schoelles 
 

E very Thursday, I write a blog post about my research and experiences as our church’s Public 
Theology Advocate.  You can read, comment, and share these posts on our website at 

hillsdalenjumc.org/public-theology-blog or on our Facebook page.  If you don’t have access to the 
Internet, you can contact our church office to print a hardcopy for you, and then you can contact me 

with your comments at 201-263-1179.  Most importantly, I’m interested in your ideas and concerns about Social Justice 
in our local area.   Together, we can help advance God’s kingdom.  Here are the posts written thus far: 

 January 1 “let’s get started” - a brief explanation of the role of Public Theology Advocates 
 January 8 “Public Theology is what we do about what we believe” - what the Conference Board of Church & 

Society has said about the role of the local Public Theology Advocate 

 January 15 “A Core Team Covenant” - my proposal for how a team of Public Theology Advocates can work 

 January 22 “Bueller? Bueller? Anyone?” - my first few weeks’ experiences, and a request to hear from you 

 January 29 “March: Book Two” - a suggestion to read the powerful graphic novels about the Civil Rights Movement  
 February 5 “Never be Limited by Others” - a reframing of vision, still seeking you to join me in discovering the right 

questions to ask 
 February 12 “There but for the grace of God, go I” - common misperceptions that many people hold about the 

homeless in our communities, and how acts of mercy can cause one to crave to work for Social Justice. 
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Read The Open Door Online!  Being environmental stewards is part of our Methodist tradition. 

An easy way for you to reduce paper waste is to read The Open Door on www.HillsdaleNJumc.org.  Simply send us 

an email at hillsdalenjumc@gmail.com and let us know you no longer wish to receive the paper edition. 

Hillsdale United Nursery School 
submitted by Carol Stalter 

 

H illsdale United Nursery School has been enjoying winter activities in all of our classes!  We welcome our newest 
class, January Jump Start!  Twelve new 2.5 year olds come to class twice a week, enjoying stories, crafts, and 

making friends.  The children returned from the forecasted “blizzard” to find an igloo in the “snowy day” room!  To help 
the children get past the cabin fever of the harsh winter, we host “Fun Fridays!”  Children bring a bagged lunch and stay 

for extended hours and participate in adventurous games and activities. 

Our hallways are looking magnificent with our newly installed 

carpet!  Everyone enjoys the beauty (and smell) of this new 
addition.  Many families complimented the school on this purchase 

and appreciate the efforts made to maintain the school. 
During the month of February, in addition to expressing our 

love for families and friends, the HUNS community is reaching out 

to show their love to Pascack Valley by having a “HUNS Can” 
food drive.  Families were asked to donate one can of food to be 

given to the Hillsdale Helping Hands Food Pantry.  The “can” is 
filling up quickly as little hands drop off items.  The students are 

learning that small hands CAN make a difference! 

We wish you a Happy Easter 
Carol Stalter 

 

http://www.HillsdaleNJumc.org
mailto:HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20read%20The%20Open%20Door%20online
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The Good Word Phone Ministry Retires 
submitted by Ellen Stratton 

 

I t was the summer of 1987, when the Good Word Phone Ministry was 

launched by then pastor, Rev. C. David Follansbee.  Daily, Rev. 
Follansbee delivered a friendly greeting; a scripture reading and a brief 

homily; followed by prayer requests and urgent messages when 

appropriate, all within a tight five minute timeframe.  After a few months, 

Doug Stratton was asked to come on board and delivered the early 

morning messages on Sundays; followed by June Boullain, Lay Leader at 
the time, caring for Saturdays; and A. Marguerite Torres, Lay Speaker 

and then District Chair for Council on Ministries, substituted when the 
Follansbee’s vacationed.   

Printed business-sized cards with pertinent information and attractive art work were passed out all around town as 

the Rev. Follansbee greeted townsfolk on his frequent strolls.  The goal was not to convert anyone to Methodism but to 

be a source for inspiration and comfort at any time of day or night as the ministry was available 24/7.  Non-church 
members were encouraged to call the church office with their prayer needs.  Some did.  During an interview by the staff 

of Community Life, it was reported that as many as fifty people called daily.  The story took up the entire front page with 
a picture of Rev. Follansbee and June Boullain.  I thank Florence Finger for having the article among her scrapbooks and 

sharing it with me in preparation for this piece. 

Over the years subsequent pastors supported the ministry and many laity as well, in fulltime or as substitutes:  Skip 

Knauer, Ned Lozier, Marion Lozier, Ed Demarest, Joanna Good, Terry Good, Bob Fannelli, Terry Stevens, Marina 
Mehta, Doug Kennedy, Dick Curry, A. Marguerite Torres, Doug Stratton, and Ellen Stratton, to name a few. Several 
contributors have commented that the preparation of their message actually increased their personal understanding of the 

Bible, in a most meaningful way. 

The Good Word Ministry has been retired after a long and fruitful existence, due to declining listeners.  By vote of 

the Church Council, the resources will be redirected.  Throughout the years, it has been said by many and reported that 
people calling often felt the daily message was just for them. 

In Christ, 
Ellen Stratton 

CUMAC Kids Say  

Thank You! 
Thank you to all who donated items to the 

CUMAC Holiday Wish List program. 
 

Upcoming CUMAC Events: 
CUMAC celebrates 30 years of service with 
fundraisers and challenges throughout the 

year.  Call 973-742-5518 or visit 

CUMACECHO.org to learn more. 

 

 Motown Night Preview! March 7th, 
Wayne UMC  

 Motown Night Main Event! April 25th, 
Ukranian Cultural Center, Whippany NJ 

 Feinstein Challenge - Every dollar (or 

pound of food) you donate to CUMAC 

between March 1st -April 30th will be 
augmented by a grant from the Feinstein 

Foundation. Your gift will feed people 
now, and again this summer when the 
grant comes in! 
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The Open Door 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

349 Hillsdale Avenue 

Hillsdale, NJ  07642 

Advertise your business in The Open Door.  
Call 201-664-5231 or email HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com for details 


