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I  recently came across the provocative title of a book by Bob Farr called 

Renovate or Die.  Sounds a bit ominous doesn’t it?  But the truth is churches 

need to be ready for change, because God continues to call us to a faithful witness 
of Jesus Christ.  In order to faithfully tell about Jesus, we have to know the people 

we are talking to, and how to best communicate with them.  I am consistently 
looking for ways in which we can improve the witness of Hillsdale United 

Methodist Church.  Sometimes it means administrative changes, sometimes it 
means leadership changes, but most often it means a change in how we do ministry. 

Our primary ministry to the community is our weekly worship service. I think 
having an excellent service that helps people to experience God in their lives is our 
primary task.  To that end, I use our summer months to try out some new things to 

see what works and what doesn’t.  At the very least this summer, I plan to try a 

different preaching style, put together a better selection of music for Our Songs, and 

rework our bulletin.  These are small things, though.  This is not renovation, as Bob 
Farr would see it, it is merely redecoration.  Renovation means we radically alter 

how we do worship. 
So how do we renovate our worship?  Two things I observe about our worship 

that I think, if we change it, would radically alter it: 

1) Passionately worshiping God with everything in us.  If God created us, and, 

when we allow it, God lives in us, doesn’t that necessitate a passionate response 

from us?  Passion is defined as a powerful or compelling emotion and as 

enthusiasm.  How do you show enthusiasm at a baseball or football game?  You put 
your hands in the air!  You cheer!  You sing the fight song loud and proud!  When 

was the last time you did that in a worship service?  God calls us to the same kind of 

passionate response in our worship.  If that means we have to change our worship 
service so we can better express our passion for God, then so be it. 

2) Connecting with others, especially visitors.  It’s easy to stay connected with 

the people we already know.  They are familiar so it’s comfortable.  We know them 

and like them already!  But it is much harder for us to connect with visitors.  Of the 
almost 40 visitors we’ve had in the last 4 months, only three people have returned at 

least three times, and very few have come twice.  That’s less than a 10% rate of 
return, which is below the rate needed to maintain the church’s current size.  So 

what’s the problem?  Experts say visitors have clear criteria for evaluating the 
church but the criteria is really just one thing – the friendliness of the congregation!  

And how do people measure the friendliness of the congregation?  It’s measured by 

the number of people that talk to them!  Do you talk to the people with unfamiliar 
faces in church? 

As I write, I am keenly aware that I can grow in both of these areas.  I am not 
asking you to do these things instead of me.  I’m asking you to do these things with 

me.  I’ve reworked what I do before we start worship so I can spend time greeting 

people as they first enter the church, and I spend 

more time in prayer before our worship service so 

that I am able to fully enter into passionate worship 

with all of you.  Ask yourself, “how might I rework 
my routines so our church doesn’t just redecorate, 

but truly renovates?” 

God bless!   Pastor Brian Neville 
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From Your Lay Leader …  
submitted by Joanna Good 

 

A  frequent news topic these days seems to be change in the church.  We hear 
about changes that are for the good, such as more focus on helping others or 

being more welcoming to people who are not familiar with church traditions.  And 

change that is not so good, such as declining membership or families in which no 

one has ever heard Bible stories.  And then change that is, well, maybe questionable, 

such as moving Sunday worship to another day. 
We have had some changes in our church, too.  We have new songs in worship and a new format for the bulletin.  

We are placing more emphasis on what we do to fulfill our mission statement.  Some changes rub us the wrong way, 
some they enliven us.  The idea of change can be controversial, yet change happens all the time.  The changes that are 

gradual or expected (seasons, growth) are easier to deal with.  Changes that are sudden and dramatic (illness, new boss) 

can be difficult and threatening.  And sometimes we make change harder than it needs to be.  Most of the time, we want 

to stick with our old ways, because they are comfortable and familiar, and we can fall into a trap in thinking that just 
because something has been around longer, it is better.  Our minds tend to equate longevity with being good, without any 

evidence of benefit.  Research has shown that people will pick a product as tasting better just because it was labeled as 
being around longer.  And yet, we all know of many situations in which new ways have proven to be beneficial.  When I 

was growing up, it was common to cook vegetables a long time until they were limp; now we know that vegetables 

retain their nutrients if briefly steamed.  And I learned I liked tender-crisp green string beans better than soggy dull green 

string beans that my grandmother cooked (sorry, Granny!).   

Another trap we fall into is when we think of change by focusing on what we think we are losing, rather than what 
we can gain.  Sometimes we get so used to something a certain way that it does not occur to us to make a change until 

something forces that change.  At first, we may resist, but then it can be quite a revelation.  We can experience a fresh 

emotion or even a more convenient way of doing something.  Have you ever moved a piece of furniture to a new location 

and found that it opened up new space or made life more convenient and wondered, why didn’t I do that sooner?!  Sure, 
it may mean that a familiar pattern changes, but that does not mean the new way is to be feared.   

So as we experience changes in our church, I hope these ideas will help us all adjust gracefully.  For as we change, 

we hope to grow . . . grow in faith, grow in discipleship, and grow in fellowship.  And as we change, we have the 

confidence that what is most important will always be the same: God is steadfast in loving us, Jesus Christ is our 

personal Savior, and the Holy Spirit will guide and embolden us.   
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my 

covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you. (Isaiah 54:10) 

 Let us have the courage to accept change,  
Joanna  

Please invite your friends and family to join us this Spring, Sundays at 10 am 

Mother’s Day, Pentecost, Confirmation, Children’s Communion, Father’s Day, Memorial Day 

 - plus 2 special sermons:  “What It Means to be a Methodist”  and  “Justice vs. Mercy” 
Pastor Brian will be collecting your sermon series requests as he plans for the next sermon cycle of July 2015-June 2016. 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville   
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Nominations: The Nominations Committee 

continues to seek: 2 Trustees to care for the buildings and 

grounds of the church, a Vacation Bible School 

Coordinator, and a Sunday School Superintendent for 

2015-2016. The committee also looks forward to the 

hiring of a youth minister in the fall of 2015 to support 
ministries without adequate volunteers. 

SPRC:  At the April 20th meeting, SPRC discussed 

personnel issues, schedules, vacations, and snow day 

policies.  We will continue to meet every other month 

unless there is business that needs our immediate 

attention. 

Trustees: Spring has sprung and we turn some of our 

attention outside.  Thanks Ed Demarest for the cleanup. 

Flowers and plantings are popping out of the ground.  

Only one gutter was damaged by the winter storms, 
otherwise we look pretty good. Besides the Green Faith 

projects, we are repairing the brickwork on the east side of 
the education building as well as some cosmetic work in 
the sanctuary. 

Finance:   Brian kicked off our Green Faith capital 

campaign on Palm Sunday – be sure to read about our 

progress in this issue. Thanks to those who gave Easter 

offerings this year – we did great! 

Administrative Committee Summaries 

And the Award Goes to . . . . . . Mike Lavitol!  

C ongratulations to Mike for being selected for the Greater New Jersey Annual 

Conference Lay Ministry Recognition Award from the Palisades District.  This award 

goes to one individual in each district to honor their creativity and innovation in transforming 
lives and making disciples.   

     Mike Lavitol has exemplified these qualities for his energetic and generous sharing of his 
musical talents with our congregation.  He brought the Sacred Messengers into being 20 years 

ago to deepen the worship experience and has continued to lead and inspire this 

intergenerational group of singers, the most requested feature in our worship services.   

     Last year he began to co-lead the Drum Circle for youth with special needs, as an adjunct to 
the Pascack Valley Navigators modified sports program.  Mike has accepted leadership roles for 

Vacation Bible School and the Talent Show, both programs which benefit from his encouraging 

and witty style.   
     We are blessed that he has shared his love of music to intentionally develop his faith and to 

serve HUMC and the community.   

Thank you, Mike! 

Ushers Needed 
submitted by Jay Ford 
 

T here are so many ways that we can contribute our time and talents to our church family, each one a gift, special to 
God.  If you have a desire to actively participate in our worship service, but are uncertain as to what gift you have to 

share, did you ever think of ushering?  It’s a wonderful and easy way to offer your time, and your gift will truly make a 
difference.  When you consider that each year we need well over 150 volunteers to perform this service (and currently 

we only have about 20) you will begin to understand the importance of your contribution.  Even if you can only commit 

to one Sunday that would be great help.  Should you be interested, please call Jay Ford at 845-222-9345 or simply come 
up to Jay after service and to chat about the simple steps to being an usher.                                                    

Yours in Christ,,  
Jay Ford 
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United Methodist Women News 
submitted by Sue Moran 

 

H appy Spring!  Have you heard the news?  THE RUMMAGE SALE IS 

COMING!  There are so many ways to be involved in our biggest fundraiser 
of the year.  Can you help? 

Drop off donations and/or help unpack and set up in Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 13-14, from 9 am to noon, 1-3 pm, and 5-7 pm. 

There is always plenty to do on SALE DAYS: Friday, May 15 from 9 am to 6 pm and Saturday, May 16 from 9 am 
to 4 pm  Bake and pack items for individual sale for the Bake Sale on Friday.  Join the Saturday afternoon clean up crew, 
the more the merrier!  

This year, Tammy Mollinelli is hosting an eBay sale as part of the rummage sale.  Please bring items worth about 

$50 or more to church on May 3 and May 10. Tammy has set up a special account to sell your items on eBay. 

  

Upcoming UMW Events: 
 April 28, 6 pm, Executive Board Meeting 

  May 3, Ladies Tea 

 May 12, 11:30 am-9 pm Blue Moon Mexican Cafe Fundraiser - coupons available in Narthex 
 May 13-16, Rummage Drop off and Sale 

 May 19, 10 am, Executive Board Meeting 

 June 6, Trip to St John the Divine, NYC, more info to come                                                        Peace and blessings 
Sue Moran 

Spring Fundraiser - Rada Cutlery 
submitted by Sylvia Kleister 

 

D o you need some Rada Cutlery for yourself or as a gift?  

Please contact Sylvia Kleister before the August 1st price 

increase takes effect.  These lifetime guaranteed products are 
100% Made in the USA and have been a favorite of our church 

cooks for years. 
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Ministries: We continue to seek Christians 
called into a variety of ministries within our 

church. Currently, we seek: VBS Team 

Coordinator, Sunday High School teacher, 

Ushers, Collection Counters, Choir 

Members, and Youth Group Advisors.  Our 

administrative teams are also seeking members 
to fill open positions on: Trustees, SPRC, and 

Nominations & Leadership Development.  If 
interested in serving in one of these roles, please 

contact the church office. 

 
Be A Go-For!  From time to time we need to 

call upon volunteers to help out with various 
situations.  If you can help, please contact Cathy 

D’Eletto at 201-664-5231 to join. 

5/ 1 Kayla Ross 

 Daniel Harada 

 Sean Cuffe 

Kevin Cuffe 

5/4 James Pfeifer 

5/8 Willi Theilmeier 

5/9 Thomas Mirabella 

 Tyler Sorafine 

5/10 Karen Everett 

 Kyla Frasche 

 Jessica Gattoni 

 Erin Stewart 

5/12 Jack Carlsen 

5/13 John Deitsch 

5/14 Andrew Torres 

5/15 Walter Jensen 

5.16 Kelly Moran 

Nolan Stewart 

 Samantha LaGrosa 

5/18 Stephanie Spinner 

 Cheryl Lynn Spinner 

5/21 Matthew Mueller 

5/23 Bryan Jamer 

 Eva Svec 

5/24 Beth Enriquez 

 Lauren Brophy 

5/28 Emmitt Chang 

5/29 Mary Ann Everett 

 Jaclyn Galda 

Jaclyn McCausland 

 Alex Carson 

 Anna Ford 

5/30 Raoul Nacinovich 

5/31 Peggy Norris 

 Michael Enriquez 

 David Enriquez 

 Cory Atkinson 

6/1 Cory Cunningham 

6/3 Michael Pflueger 

6/4 Amanda Scafuto 

 Alan Ornstein 

 Francis Strauch 

6/5 Kurt Nixdorf 

6/7 Jason Keizer 

6/8 Riley Jean Bennett 

6/9 Christopher Sylvester 

6/10 Peter Koeniges 

 Jaimee Kohan 

6/11 Mac Porter 

6/12 Sheri Ross 

 Breanna Van Cleef 

6/13 Anne Martin 

6/14 Arlene Jeffrey 

 Terry Stevens 

 Rick Winkler 

 Mitesh Master 

 Anthony Dapolito 

6/15 Lynn Berger 

 Drew Kanwisher 

6/16 Judy Kehr 

6/19 Doris Smith 

 Margaret Pfranger 

6/21 Tim Everett 

 Michael Berger 

6/23 Janet Geminagi 

 Jillian Martin 

 Halloran Neville 

6/24 Alec Brinker 

6/27 Robert Fanelli 

6/28 Trevor Landau  

 Nicole Wells 

6/29 Kevin Sather 

 

 

 

W e honor the recent passing of our beloved 
ones, and keep their families and friends 

in our prayers. 

Bette Lee Kanwisher 

Phyllis Pfranger 

Stay In Touch!  Let us know if your 

Contact Information has changed 
  

Please let the Church Office know of any 

changes to your contact information (name, 

address, home or mobile phone number, and/or 
email address). 

F amily Promise Volunteer Opportunity: June 4-5, June 12-13, and August 14  

Family Promise will support working families with children who are temporarily homeless (up to 14 people). 

Congregation members can participate in this outreach by preparing and serving dinner, staying overnight, 
supervising and joining in after dinner activities with the children and donating items for breakfast and bag 
lunches.  Please consider joining this vital ministry and contact Pat Martin to learn more and to sign-up. 
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Good Friday 2015 at Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

Team Kohan 
 

T eam Kohan once again participated 
in the annual Parkinson’s Unity Walk 

on April 25th in Central Park, NYC.  This 

year, the team was featured on the banner 

of the Unity Walk website - a great honor 

and testament to the impact and 
enthusiasm of this ministry. 

 
You can still donate to further research 

into a cure and support of those living 
with Parkinson’s online at 

www.UnityWalk.org (sponsor a walker/
team, search for “Team Kohan”),  

or you can mail your donation to 
Parkinson’s Unity Walk, PO Box 275, 

Kingston, NJ 08528 
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Throw-Back-Thursday at Hillsdale United Methodist Church 
submitted by Marion Lozier 

T he Primary Choir, early 1960’s.  Helen Sullinger, leader; Mrs. Park, organist; and a few well-remembered youth.  

The youth choir robes were made by the women of Hillsdale UMC. 

Lent-Easter 2015 at Hillsdale United Methodist Church 
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Hillsdale United Nursery School 
submitted by Carol Stalter 

 

O ur school year is flying by!  After a cold and snowy 
winter, the children (and staff) are thrilled to be going 

outside on the playground once again!  The new 4-seater 
rocker has been delivered to the school and will be installed 

by Timmy Hampton and his crew of church handymen.  
Thank you, in advance, for your time and effort.  The 

children will enjoy having another piece of equipment to 
play on. 

 
With May comes our programs geared towards 

acknowledging our moms!  The three-year-olds will host 

“Moms & Muffins.”  Children will invite mom into their 
classrooms for a story and a muffin, donated by Shop Rite of 

Hillsdale.  This is a great way for the children to showcase 

their daily routine and latest craft projects!  Moms enjoy 

seeing what goes on at the beginning of their child’s day!   
 

The four-year-olds are working very hard to make Mother’s Day extra special with their “Mother’s Day Tea.”  The 

children make invitations, portraits of mom, and a special gift.  Songs and poems are recited, and the moms “dine” on 

delicious treats which the children bake.  It is a memorable and sentimental day for all of our moms!  (Tissues are 

supplied!) 

 
Hillsdale United Nursery School still has 
a few spots open for Fall 2015.  Our Four 

Year Old program is full and has a wait 

list.  The Three Year Old program is 

almost full.   If you know of a friend or 
neighbor who will turn 2.5 in September, 

please refer them to us, as our Jump Start 
program does have openings.  

 

                            Have a great Spring! 
                           Carol Stalter 
 
 
 
 
Late-Breaking News 

FaceBook, dateline April 22, 2015: 
 
The new 4-Seater-Rocker has been 
installed and it is already a playground 

favorite!   



9 

 

iPlay America Youth Excursion: Saturday, May 16.  Pat Martin and 3 additional chaperones will bring 16 

kids to iPlay America in Freehold NJ for an afternoon of fun and games.  The cost is $8.  Meet at the church at 9:45 

am.  Visit iPlayAmerica.com for specific information.  Contact Pat Martin to sign-up. 
 

Star99 Celebration at Six Flags:  Saturday, July 18. Join Pat Martin and chaperones as they return to Six 

Flags Great Adventure & Safari for a day of rides, action, and Christian music featuring “For King and Country”.  Cost 
is $20/youth, $36/adult, and bring at least $15 for lunch/dinner food.  Contact Pat Martin to sign-up. 

Youth Events at Hillsdale United Methodist Church 
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Stewardship Update 
submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

P astor Brian kicked off our Green Faith capital campaign over the Palm 

Sunday weekend with an announcement that we had almost 40% of the 

total project cost in commitments. Since that time we are now just over 50% in 
commitments and have collected $4,000 in donations already.  Great job in such 
a short amount of time!  If you have not already handed in a commitment card 

or made a donation I would urge you to please do so and help us with this important campaign. 

What is Green Faith?  Green Faith is our capital campaign to reduce the energy usage in our church. It consists of 

2 parts, updating the lighting and air conditioning ($15,000) and installing new windows in the sanctuary ($10,000).  

We will be replacing the windows in the sanctuary with the same ones that were done recently in Fellowship Hall 

which are much more energy efficient than the ones currently in the Sanctuary. 
We also had all our lighting and one of our AC units replaced and updated with more efficient equipment.  The 

lights in the sanctuary were all converted to LED light bulbs which use a fraction of the electricity.  All the light 

fixtures in the Nursery school were replaced with fluorescent lighting, again using a fraction of the energy. The AC 

unit that was replaced was over 20 years old and about to need to be replaced on its own at a cost of between $7,000-
10,000 alone.  The entire project cost us a total of $15,000 for work that was worth $50,000. The rest of the cost was 

covered by grants from PSE&G. 

Help us reach our $25,000 goal by placing your check or cash in an envelope marked Green Faith or by utilizing e-
giving from our website and choosing the option for Green Faith. 

This project will reap rewards in lower energy costs for all the years to come and helps us show the community 
that we are good stewards of all our resources. 

If you have any questions please contact Pastor Brian, Tim Hampton or me and we would be happy to answer any 

questions or provide any additional details you would like.                                                                  Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 

Finance Committee Update 
submitted by Mike Schoelles 

 

A fter a rough winter I am glad to see the daffodils blooming with the 
promise of tulips not far behind.  We are a little behind in our expenses 

due to the large number of snow storms we experienced, but we are getting 
back in shape. 

Our Easter giving was good once again, and we are anticipating to be back on track with our shared ministry 

payments.  We have some great events coming in May and June and I hope to see everyone over the next few months as 

we wind down the school year and move into the summer months.  
As always, if you have any questions regarding the church’s financial position or suggestions for the Finance 

Committee please let me know. I would love to share anything you want to know. 

Peace and blessings,  
Mike Schoelles 

Green Faith Campaign 
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Mixed Bowling League  
Submitted by Sylvia Kleister 

 

W e need your help!  Our mixed league is short 4 bowlers for 
the 2015-2016 season.  Will you join us?  The league is 

open to all adults, all skill levels - all we ask is that you relax and 
enjoy the fellowship and fun.  We score our teams following a 

handicap method that allows everyone the opportunity to play on a 

winning team by improving your own personal score.   
We bowl on Thursdays,7:30 pm, September through May.  Got 

friends?  Invite your friends, co-workers, and relatives to bowl with 
us - bowlers need not attend our church to bowl.  Cannot commit to a full season?  Substitute bowlers who wish to bowl 

occasionally are always welcome!   

Anyone interested in joining or learning more about our league, please contact Sylvia Kleister or speak with any of 

our church bowlers - Lesa Brinker, Pat Martin, Gerry Costello, George Benoit, Amy Fred-Villegas, Lois Nacinovich, the 
Schoelles’, and the Drisgula’s are just a few who can speak to the joys of the Hillsdale UMC Mixed Bowling League. 

Thank You ... 
Submitted by Ruth Burmeister 

 

Daffodils 
By William Wordsworth, 1770-1850 

 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lakes, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Welcome Spring! 
 

T hanks to you for your prayers, your 

cards, your phone calls, your visits.  I 

am grateful to God for giving me strength 

to move forward with physical therapy.  I 
am feeling better; one day at a time. 

Ruth Burmeister, April 2015 
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The Open Door 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

349 Hillsdale Avenue 

Hillsdale, NJ  07642 

Advertise your business in The Open Door.  
Call 201-664-5231 or email HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com for details 

Read The Open Door Online!   
 

Being environmental stewards is part of our Methodist 

tradition. An easy way for you to reduce paper waste 
and printing costs is to read The Open Door on 

www.HillsdaleNJumc.org.   
 

Simply send us an email at hillsdalenjumc@gmail.com 

and let us know you no longer wish to receive the paper 

edition. 

http://www.HillsdaleNJumc.org
mailto:HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20read%20The%20Open%20Door%20online

