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A Trip to Taize 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville 

 

T his summer I traveled to 

Switzerland and France with a 
youth from our church (Lauren 

Brophy), a group from Chatham 
United Methodist Church and some 

seminarians from Drew Theological 
Seminary. Our main destination was the community of Taize in France. While there 

we spent a week worshipping three times a day, with extended times of silence during 
the worship. The brothers who organize the community led Bible studies and 

workshops each day as well. 
If you heard me preach on August 9th, and heard Lauren’s testimony about the 

trip, you know that it was an incredible experience (check our website to watch our 
testimonies). There were many life-giving aspects to the trip and I am so grateful I 

was able to go. I loved our time in Geneva at CERN, the World Council of Churches 

and Lake Geneva. I did not, however, share in my sermon how I struggled while at 
Taize and, because of it, heard from God. I’d like to share that message here.    

The Sunday we arrived at Taize I felt immediately disoriented. There were 
thousands of people, speaking dozens of languages, the facilities were no better than 

an old boy scout camp (rustic would be too kind), and the atmosphere was the 

opposite of what I expected. Instead of serious Christians on a pilgrimage to 

experience an intense encounter with God in silence, I found a festival. People were 

laughing and playing, organizers were ill-informed and very unconcerned about the 14 

Americans who were arriving for their first time in the community of Taize. I realize 

now how my preconceived notions were silly, but at the time it made me feel rather 

lost. 
After a full day of worship and Bible study I was beginning to feel disillusioned.  

I thought that I had perhaps traveled a very long distance not to hear anything from 
God at all. On Monday night I sat in the worship in silence and was telling God, 

without words, that I was upset. I had come all this way and God wasn’t speaking. All 

I felt was an aching in my heart for my family. I had called Emily on Sunday evening 
and she had shared that a friend had given Davy a new playset. It had a house and a 

little family of four people. Davy immediately started playing with the daddy and the 
boy saying Daddy and Davy are doing this and that together. He didn’t care about 

anything else, except the father and son. My son missed me; he missed me terribly 
and that was his way of expressing it. My wife wasn’t fairing much better. Because of 

my absence Davy wasn’t sleeping well. Many of you know that our children have 

been consistently inconsistent in their sleep. Four or five wakings a night is 

considered good in our home. While I was in France it only got harder for Emily.  
Every day was a struggle, even with the additional help of friends and family that 

were there to support her throughout my absence. Davy refused help from anyone but 
his mother.  It was a difficult situation and it weighed on my conscience. 

Continued on page 9 

We look forward to the start of a new Sunday School year. 

Join us September 13th as our full program kicks off! 



2 

 

From Your Lay Leader …  
submitted by Joanna Good 

T he relaxing summer is winding down. While we often think of summer as a 

recreational time before the serious work of fall schedules, it is usually quite 
busy, too. For, in addition to the routine family, home, work, and church 

responsibilities, we try to fit in as many activities as we can that only happen in the 
summer. So, as busy as you have been, it may not please you to read what comes 

next. How is it with your Bucket List? You know, that list of things you want to 
experience or achieve before you die. I usually hear people listing travel destinations, 
sports to try, books to read, movies to watch, foods to eat, and so on; adventures and 

challenges which are personally exciting and enriching. And that’s how I thought of a 
Bucket List, until I read the article from columnist and author, David Brooks, titled, 

“The Moral Bucket List”. He used the term to identify accomplishments or a manner 

of living that exemplifies character and gave examples of historical and famous 

people who made contributions to society or overcame personal weaknesses. 
This term Moral Bucket List caused me to think about what we do at church. 

Aren’t church-goers concerned daily with how to live a life of character, starting with 

the 10 Commandments and continuing with Jesus’ commandment, to love God with 

all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself? And then, we have the challenging 
words of John Wesley, which inspire us to “go on to perfection”, becoming perfected 

by God’s love and giving that same love to others. The Christian way of living IS the 

ultimate moral bucket list. Since the standards we are trying to achieve are a lifetime 

process, it may help to think of the bucket list as those things we do to practice and 

exemplify the Christian faith. Perhaps the goal of tithing to the church could be on that list or joining a small group that 
supports and challenges its members to take care of their souls. A bucket list might include going a mission trip to 

another country or becoming part of a prison ministry program. It might include volunteering regularly with the Helping 
Hand Food Pantry, or Family Promise, or CUMAC. One item might be developing spiritual practices of daily prayer and 

bible reading. It might include visiting shut-ins or volunteering at a hospital or joining a peace rally. It might also include 

praising the good in others or stopping angry tirades once and for all. You may think of many more experiences and 

achievements you want to accomplish as a follower of Christ before it’s too late. 
So, for the fall, as we plan our new schedules, why not plan to live out our faith with our personal Christian Bucket 

List. The familiar verses in the book of James tell us, faith without works is dead. The contemporary version from The 
Message challenges us this way: “Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if you learn all the right words 

but never do anything? Does merely talking about faith indicate that a person really has it? For instance, you come 

upon an old friend dressed in rags and half-starved and say, “Good morning, friend! Be clothed in Christ! Be 

filled with the Holy Spirit!” and walk off without providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—where does 

that get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense?” (James 2:14-17)  
  Good luck with your bucket list of God-acts, Joanna 

Please invite your friends and family to join us this Fall, Sundays at 10 am 

Sunday School & Nursery School dedications, UMW & Laity Sundays, World Communion Sunday 

coupled with 2 sermon series:  “You Lost Me” and “Hard Sayings” 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
submitted by Pastor Brian Neville   
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Nominations: The Nominations Committee continues 

to seek volunteers and support. We are in need of a 
Sunday School teachers & substitutes. These roles can be 

as simple or as creative as you wish & can be shared! 
Please contact Pastor Brian to help our church fulfill our 

mission. 

SPRC:  Pastor review completed at the August 17, 2015 

meeting including the response of the Pastor to the review. 
SPRC will complete the balance of the employee reviews 

in September. SPRC is actively searching and 
interviewing for youth minister position which should be 

filled by or before the end of 2015. 

Trustees: The Trustees hope you had a wonderful 

Summer and wish you well in the coming season. 

Finance: Even with traditionally low summer 

attendance, our finances have continued to improve and 
through August we are current with our shared ministry/

apportionment payments. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Administrative Committee Summaries 

United Methodist Women News 
submitted by Sue Moran 

 

W e hope you all had a wonderful, relaxing, rejuvenating summer! In 

August, we had another Blue Moon day to help raise funds for our missions. 

 
Here are our upcoming events: 

 Circle meetings on Tuesday Sept. 8, and Tuesday, Sept. 15 
 Sunday, Sept. 13, possible trip to Taize service in Chatham, NJ 

 Sunday, Sept. 27, UMW Sunday Service 

 Circle meetings Tuesday, Oct. 13 and Tuesday, Oct. 20 

 UMW annual dinner, October 6, at 6:30 p.m. where we'll present mission pins and provide entertainment. 
 

In the spring, we held a gathering of ladies interested in knowing more about the UMW. Good news! Emily Neville and 

the Mary circle would love to welcome new members to their group. All who expressed an interest, as well as any other 

ladies, are welcome to attend. Please contact Emily if you would like to learn more about the group. Meetings will take 
place on the third Friday evening of each month. 

                                                     Peace and blessings, Sue & Vicki 

Hillsdale United Nursery School - new carpets and new windows! 
submitted by Carol Stalter 
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We continue to seek Christians called into a variety 

of ministries within our church. Currently, we seek: 

Sunday School Teachers & Substitutes, Ushers, 

Collection Counters, Choir Members, & a 

Connections Ministry Lead.  We also need 

volunteers for Mission Opportunities. Please 

contact the church office with your ideas and your 
support, and help our church fulfill our mission. 

 
Be A Go-For!  From time to time we need to call 
upon volunteers to help out with various situations.  

If you can help, please contact Cathy D’Eletto at 

201-664-5231 to join. 

 

Stay In Touch!  Let us know if your Contact 

Information has changed  Please let the Church 
Office know of any changes to your contact 

information (name, address, home or mobile phone 

number, and/or email address). 

9/01 Marilyn Deitsch 

 Jessyca Kohan 

 Reagan Pflueger 

9/03 Stephen Moran 

9/04 Helen Mueller 

 Barbara Blinn 

 Delia Stiles 

9/05 Ryan Pflueger 

 Ashley LaGrosa 

90/7 Helen Moore 

 Daniel Nixdorf 

 Anthony Vezza 

9/08 Steven Schels 

9/10 Christopher Beshara 

9/11 Joyce Scherrer 

 Tammy Conti 

9/12 Chris Nacinovich 

Quinn  

Ussher-Keushkerian 

9/13 Jay Ford 

9/14 Cindy Griffeth 

9/15 Gary Kanwisher 

9/18 Stefan Strauch 

9/19 Paul Griffin 

 Jeff Kohan 

9/20 Robert Harada 

9/21 Michael Jamer 

9/22 Michael Cuffe 

 Elizabeth Stewart 

 Julia Harada 

 Emma Castrillon 

9/23 Mary Hampton 

 Amy Fred-Villegas 

9/24 Heidi Ford 

 Casey Davila 

9/26 Howard Burkardt 

 Laura Sloan 

9/27 Karin Mirabella 

9/28 Tracy Unger 

9/29 Rob Palm 

9/30 Taylor Conti 

10/01 Josephine Dougherty 

 Steven Mueller 

Susanna Koons 

10/02 Kelley Martin 

10/03 Patricia Martin 

10/04 Amanda Cuffe 

10/05 Irma Merkle 

10/06 Ashley Panaro 

 Alisa Harada 

 Melanie Brentnall 

10/07 George Mrsich 

10/08 Kelsey Brentnall 

10/09 Matthew Harada 

10/10 Shawn Kanwisher 

10/12 Mahlia Master 

10/13 Alisandra Ford 

10/14 Rebecca Gattoni 

 David Payne 

10/15 Glenn Ross 

 Elicia Enriquez 

 Kimberly Pfeifer 

 Pierce Brinker 

10/16 Louis Kramer 

 Carolyn Fflueger 

 Glenn Kohan 

10/19 Katy Salvati 

10/20 Kerri Anne Catalano 

10/21 Chip Stalter 

10/22 Toshie Harada 

10/24 Allison Torres 

10/25 Kenneth Martin 

10/26 Barbara Burkhardt 

10/26 Bailey Pflueger 

 Jonathan Carson 

10/31 Steven Rizzie 

 Trevor Hertling 

Happy Birthday! 

Thank You! 

T o all those friends who have expressed such 
love, support and encouragement to me 

before and after my recent surgery, I offer my 

"heartfelt" thanks. Blessings to all of you. With 

the help of Ellen, and the nearly omnipresent 
assistance of my family, I am on the road to 

recovery. Faith and love are very active in our 
Church family and, as one of its most recent 

recipients, I offer my loving gratitude and best 
wishes in return. I hope to see you soon. 

Doug Stratton 

RADA CUTLERY - Great Gift Ideas for College Students, Housewarmings, and Christmas! 

Rada Cutlery is 100% Made in the USA and Lifetime Guaranteed, and the proceeds from this ongoing 

fundraiser support our UMW missions. 

See Sylvia to look over the catalog or visit www.RadaCutlery.com/best/kitchen-knives to preview the 

selection. Place your orders with Sylvia Kleister at 201-666-1317 

visit%20www.RadaCutlery.com/best/kitchen-knives
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Thank You - to all who serve Family Promise: 
Another successful year has been completed. Thanks to all who gave of their time and talents to make it happen!!! 

Pat Martin, Family Promise Coordinator 

Mixed Bowling League  
Submitted by Sylvia Kleister 

 

W e are looking forward to September with full teams, and to make 
this happen, we need your help - we need FOUR more 

bowlers.  If you know of anyone that would like to join us (any average 
- high, low, or unknown) or if you would like to substitute, please 

contact Sylvia Kleister or speak with any of our church bowlers:   

Lesa Brinker, Pat Martin, Gerry Costello, Amy Fred-Villegas, George 
Benoit, Lois Nacinovich, Mike Schoelles, and Randy & Mary Jane 

Drisgula, to learn more about our league. 

Join us as we start our 54th season, September 10th  - Thursdays, 

7:30pm, at the Montvale Lanes. 

A Drisgula Update 
Submitted by Mary Jane Drisgula 

 

Mary Jane and Randy are happy to announce that Ryan and Jill gave 
birth to a baby boy, Elijah John Drisgula, on May 15th.  They live in 

Knoxville TN. Elijah joins Alex, aged 3. 

 

Brett and his fiancé, Paige Ward, were married on June 12th in 
Greenville SC in a beautiful outdoor wedding. Both attended Clemson 

University and plan to live in Simpsonville SC. 

Chancel Choir 
Submitted by Ray Frasche 

 

C hancel Choir practice will resume Wednesday, Sept 9th, at 7;00pm in the Chancel. New members are welcome and 
needed! No audition required, just show up and Ray will take it from there. We hope to see some new faces and 

we’re looking forward to working with you all this year! Any questions, contact Ray Frasche at 1-201-370-7932. 

Ray Frasche, Music Director 
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A Trip to Taize 
The Pastor’s Open Door Message for September 2015 - continued from page 1 

 

In the silence of worship that Monday evening I experienced a kind of conversion. Tears came to my eyes. In the 

midst of my anger at God for not speaking, God spoke very clearly. For years after my marriage to Emily the two of us 
would joke that it didn’t feel like we were married; it felt surreal. And similarly we felt the same about being parents; 

where did these two little beings come from and why do they keep demanding our attention? As the silence grew, and 

as God’s presence in that place became apparent, my purpose became more and more clear. God spoke to me through 

my circumstances. Some have this feeling in an instant, and others take a few years before it happens. I fall into the 
latter category. After three years, God spoke to me about who I am and what my role is. It was like someone hitting me 

over the head and saying, “duh.” I am a father, and my particular desires will often take a backseat to the needs of my 
children. Though my travels to Europe were wonderful, they were at great personal expense to my wife and my 

children. I’m not very interested in putting them through that again. Instead, I am very interested in pouring into them 

all that I can. God told me, “Hey Brian, you’re a father now. It’s time to start acting like it.” 

That evening I wrote out a few thoughts of how I might better support my family. I share it with you to encourage 
you in how you might support your own families. Here is my list: 

 

 Keep Emily informed of what is going on. Communicate clearly and accurately 
 Give Emily more breaks from her work 

 Tell Emily I love her and tell her often 
 Do random acts of kindness for my family (especially getting Emily her coffee!) 

 Actively pursue finding activities that the whole family enjoys 

 Give more family hugs 

 Compliment what is good in the family (behavior, looks, effort) 
 Ask the family more often what they need or want 

 
I’m not a perfect father; in fact I’m far from it, but I think my experience in Taize will make me a better one. I 

think this list also carries over into how I might be a better pastor, and how all of us might live in better relationship 

with all those we encounter. That’s the real message of Taize – live in love with this world, and love those who live in 
it. 

Thank you to everyone who made my trip possible – 
everyone on the staffing committee (SPRC); Pat, who 

preached and organized testimonies; Joanna, who 
always offers tremendous support to me; Dawn, who 

was the covering pastor in my absence; Cathy, for 

keeping the office going; to those who took on larger 

roles in VBS and the youth mission trip because of 
my absence; and to the whole church who makes our 

work to make disciples of Jesus Christ a possibility. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, or as they would 
say in France, merci beaucoup! As children go on to 

a new school year, please keep our children and their 

parents in your prayers. We look forward to another 

great year here at Hillsdale United Methodist Church. 

God bless! 

In Christ!,  Pastor Brian Neville 

Want to Become a New Member of Hillsdale United Methodist Church? 
 

W e will hold orientation classes for new members September 20th and 27th.  

After completing the classes, new members will be welcomed into the church October 4th.  
Please contact the church office if you are interested in participating - 201-664-5231. 
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A Poem 
submitted by Barbara Burkardt & Lisa Schoelles 
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The Open Door 

Hillsdale United Methodist Church 

349 Hillsdale Avenue 

Hillsdale, NJ  07642 

Advertise your business in The Open Door.  
Call 201-664-5231 or email HillsdaleNJumc@gmail.com for details 

Dear Friends, 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Helping 

Hand Food Pantry and the clients we serve, we extend our 
sincere thanks for the food drive you held on our behalf. It 

is donations such as yours that help us keep our shelves 
stocked. Please convey our gratitude to all those who 

participated in the drive. 

In these uncertain economic times, we have seen an 

increase in clients visiting the pantry to help feed their 

families. We are truly appreciative of your support. 
Sincerely, Tracy Eggar, HHPF Board of Trustees 


